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The Immanence of God. 

The Vedas ate the oldest literary monument 
0 *ke world. Even European scholars admit 
the Rgveda is at least 4000 years old and 
an older book docs not exist in the libraries 
the world. The gffveda tells us that dark- 
ness prevailed everywhere before the creation 
0 this universe. In the midst of that darkness 
and even beyond it subsisted, all by Himself, 
°ne Glorious Being ( God ), consisting of no- 
thing but intelligence ( trwi ) and having no 
?”**» other than Himself («^). He evolved 
.self ou t of the darkness and created the 
universe by dint of His Tafias. *. His know- 
ledge-power ( fnraRii). The IJgveda says— 

shtot 5^1 

( 8.7.17 ) 

This very idea has been echoed by Lord 
anu, who says that before its evolution this 
Universe consisted of nothing but darkness. 
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Himself after lifting the veil of darkness. 
He who Is beyond the ken of the senses, 
subtle, unmanifest, eternal and incogi table, 
nay, who is the very soul of all beings, 
thus shone by Himself-” 

The ligveda further says: — 

H ifatff otgimr 

*ktr ^tn*r sfwr ti 
*r sot rppnft §*- 

«refcra. fc<n *'• 1 

H anfoiT jffaorfii^OTTtn 

JTOJT^sS^Sm iufilM-,1 U 

fa*nro»ss<T fa«al3<$t 

PtJOtT^TT^ 1 
tjttfo ti tnrettfai- 
^ «w. tt 

»ft sjsPraT stPnn «5t Oiqrat 
txrrnra *j*PTtfiT farm u 
rrmtrt 

z mva n 
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There I* another S'mii which rant » 
under. — 


*Trmr pt tejra W T *ft% i 

In the Wij [orate Purina the Lord 
WyS— 

TT^HTP *JTJ£ 1 

ptiT^r ptspfrrpn «trw^ii 

( 2. 9. 33 ) 


“At the beginning of creation I alone 
subsisted, the one beyond the manifest and 
unmanifest, and nothing eke. And it is I 
alone who survive the creation. This phenom- 
enal world is nothing but Myself, and 
whatever remains after that is also Myself.** 

The following verses occur in the Sira 
Parana : — 

^ P fSTcftPtffa I 
mpp gspt »fhn?er *n 11 
^f«r?T5i^?y wycf w fqsa^tg^ i 
n 

orqrijrft ^ <*r P'Rt I 

h qq frq^qrqr mrqsjt^rercn j) 
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aragdq q: »nprr*j9ttifcfcr JOTtfa q: \ 

&q qfg q qqwJ *mx%t 5^i qtq; l! 

“At that time it was Rudra alone who 
existed. It was that Protector of the 
Universe who first created it and in the end 
dissolved it. He has eyes all round, faces 
on all sides, and hands and feet in every 
direction- Lord Maheivara is the sole 
Creator of heaven and earth; He is the un- 
doubted origin and source of alt deities. He 
sees without eyes and hears without eats. 
He knows all, though no one knows Him. 
He is known as the Supreme Being." 

The Bhagavala further says: — 

•Jew 

hw w<i*$\faws «nn: t 

^TTfqats^TJii 

( to. i4. 23 ) 

"He alone is the Soul, the Eternal Being, 
real, self-luminous, infinite, the primordial 
cause of all, constant, imperishable, always 
happy, untainted by Maya ( illusion ), self- 
sufficient, peerless, unqualified ( absolute ) and 
immortal." 



iccinctly expressed by the immortal 1 samt- 
jet Gosreami Tulasidas in the iollorrms 


stnn* try: asi aptrrral 1 

rrrT-arrd-rrx anrt^-nrft 11 

anft-rfcr eng =t ^ 1 

nfrr-aninTrt fans sth trim H 
ptg ^ ga frig ' 

t(-t; ftg <KCT ftfa rrrar II 


ansTrrcfea r^r tftrft 1 

ftg arrft <i*m «5 *«* " 

y-Un <"* a ' ,m 

am *ni ttifrr TCTt I 

rfsm <ng ®" ^ aT!ft 11 


"Brahma ( God) is 

a perishable, all-existen , one 

riSZS^SSTA 
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He walks without feet, hears without ears 
and performs various actions, even though 
devoid of hands. He relishes all Savours 
even without a palate, and is a master-orator 
even though He has got no tongue. He 
touches without a body, sees without eyes 
and smells everything without a nose. In 
this way all his activities are marvellous. 
How can one describe His greatness ?” 

But how are we to believe that 
such a God exists ? 

The Vedas, which affirm the existence 
of such a God, also say that we cannot 
perceive Him with our eyes— 

*t frnjfo 

** srs-rc urnffT ra&WCl 

Vttrv-J ri writ fa'T.W VhlMMId- A 

“True, no one can see Him with his 
eyes; but everyone of ns can realise Him 
with the help of his purified intellect after 
purging his mind of all evil propensities." 
Accordingly, those who seek to have a 
vision of God with their mind's eye 
( intellect ) should cleanse their body and 
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mind and purify their intellect, and then 
commence their search for God. 

What do we see ? 

From the day we are born in this 
world and till we leave this tabernacle of 
our body, we see grand and wonderful sights 
which excite a great curiosity in out mind to 
know how they come into being and how again 
they disappear. We daily observe that the 
bright orb of the sun with its wreath of thousand 
rays appears in the Eastern horizon early 
in the morning and, journeying through the 
heavens and transmitting light, heat and 
vitality to the whole world, disappears in 
the west in the evening. By mathematical 
calculation the astronomers have arrived at 
the conclusion that the sun is 9,28,30,000 
miles away from the earth. What a wonder 
that from such a long distance the sun is 
able to bring light, heat and vitality to all the 
living beings inhabiting this globe I It sucks 
up the moisture of this earth during every 
season through its myriad rays, sends it up 
to the heavens, and then, transforming it 
into clouds, discharges it again over the 
earth and thereby revitalises the grass, the 
foliage, the trees and the corn, and infuses 
new life into all living beings. Astronomy 
tells us that there are countless millions of 
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suns much larger than the one which we 
see, but which appear to us like tiny stars 
on account of their being remoter than the sun 
with which we are familiar. Every even- 
ing after sunset we see the spacious 
firmament on high spangled with number- 
less stars, planets, satellites and other 
heavenly bodies. The silvery moon with its 
cool and soothing rays careers through 
the sky from the east to the west like the 
sun, immersing the whole world ip 
nectar, as it were, and making the nights 
appear golden. The bright lustre shed by 
the various heavenly bodies in dark nights 
and enveloping all the points of the compass 
appears so beautiful that one does not find 
adequate words to describe its charm. All 
these stars and planets are seen revolving 
in the sky in fixed orbits from day to day, 
month to month and year to year under 
immutable laws, as if strung together in 
a coTd. It is evident that if the sun 
does not shine brightly in a particular 
summer we do not have good showers 
during the following rains. It is equally 
plain that if the rains fail we cannot have 
a good harvest of corn and fruits to feed 
ourselves with. Thus we clearly see that 
it is the sun who provides us all with 
food in the shape of corn and fruits. Now, 
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the question arises whether all this organi- 
sation 3s the work of some intelligen! 
principle whose object it is to create and 
sustain all movable and immovable creatures, 
or is it the result of a fortuitous conjuction 
of particles of matter only ? Has this most 
marvellous constellation of heavenly bodies 
( solar system, as it is called ) sprung up 
under the law of gravitation, which attracts 
material objects towards one another as a 
matter o! course, and has been revolving in 
the sky of its own accord from year to 
year and century to century, nay, from one 
cycle to another, or is it some intelligent 
principle which is responsible for bringing 
it into existence and setting it into 

motion ? It is the latter hypothesis which 
appeals to our intellect. The Vedas also 
endorse the verdict of our reason. They 
declare that the sun and the moon, as also 
heaven and earth, were created by God — 

*trtt i 

The Evolution of Life. 

Similarly, we observe that the evolution 
the organic world also proclaims that 
.creator of this universe is God, This 


organic world is foil of wonders. Mammals 
(5^1331) like the man, the lion, the 
elephant, the horse and the cow, hatched 
creatures ( ) like birds; lice and other 
insects bred by sweat ( <&?•■* ) and refuse 
of body, and trees, etc., which spring 
out of the soil ( 3\Rr«i ) — the origin ( ), 

shape ( r*nn ) and career ( ) o! all 
these are simply marvellous. When the 
male and female unite together in love, a 
very minute yet organic element of the 
male’s body makes its way into the uterus 
of the female, where it is joined with a 
similar element of the female's body. This 
combination of the male and female 
elements is known as the Jiva ( living 
organism ). 

The Vedas say— 

“Divide the extreme end of a hair into 
hundred parts and take the hundredth 
part of one of these parts: then you can gauge 
the minuteness of a Jiva." This Jiva grows 
in the form of an organism from the 
moment of its conception. Students of 
medical science have been able to discover 
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with tlic help of mlcroicopc that n single 
drop of our seminal fluid contains hundreds 
of thousand* of living germs, and that 
only one of such germs, find* its way 
into the uterus where it persists and 
grows to be n fectuv The organism of a 
female’s body is so constituted as to enable 
the fira from the time of conception onwards 
to draw its nourishment through something 
which is shaped like a pipe. As the fatas 
grows in size there forms round it inside the 
uterus a sort ol membraneous bag full of 
fluid, which protects the feetus from injury. 
Wherefrom does this minutest and subtlest 
substance, as nice as the ten-thousandth part 
ol the point of a hair, derive the capacity to 
assume gradually the features, the complexion 
and the shape of its parents ? What is the 
power which sustains it and helps its growth 
in the mother’s womb ? How do you account 
lor the strange phenomenon that milk begins 
to ooze from the mother’s breasts shortly before 
the child’s birth ? What power is there which 
supports the numberless living creatures, 
including men, animals and birds, worms and 
insects, nay, even trees and plants, and provides 
them with nourishment in time ? What is 
the power which enables the ant to ascend d 
steep wall during the day-time as well as at 
night ? What power enables birds of every 
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size, big and small, to soar high in the 
limitless expanse ol the sky without any 
guide ot support? 

How are innumerable varieties ol forms, 
such os males and females, human beings, 
cows, Hons, elephants, birds and insects, 
created ? How is it that only human beings 
are born of human beings, lions of lions, 
horses of horses, cows of cows, pea-cocks of pea- 
cocks, swans of swans, parrots of parrots and 
pigeons ot pigeons, a true copy o( their 
parents in every respect From tiny seeds 
spring up numberless big and small trees, 
tcaTcd with the help ol some unknown power, 
and sene the living creatures for many years 
with their foliage, flowers, juice, oil, bark and 
wood, nourish and Iced them with hundreds and 
thousands of their rich, juicy and delicious 
fruits, breathe the air, suck the moisture and 
draw their nourishment from the earth and the 
atmosphere, and wave and dance majestically 
in the air. 

In our attempt to discover the miraculous 
power which is managing this whole show 
we fmd our attention arrested by a residential 
building which we see before uv It it found 
to have a big entrance by which we can 
enter the bouse- It also contains a number of 
windows and \entiUtota at various paints to 
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admit air and Jig-ht. The interior of t 
hoase has many huge pillars and arches, 
is also provided with roofs and balconies 
protect the inmates from the sun and showei 
Every device has been employed to minist. 
to the comfort of the inmates in every room ar 
apartment Drains have been constructed t 
allow water to flow out of the house. The hous 
has been so designed as to prove comfortabl 
to the inmates during every season. B; 
seeing this house we can say that the builde 
of the house was a shilled architect wh< 
designed it in such a way as to provide ever] 
comfort to the inmates. Although we have not 
seen the architect who built the house, we feel 
certain that it was built by one who is either 
still alive or is no longer in this world, and 
that it is or was a clever and intelligent man. 
Now let us examine the machine of our 
body. 

It has got a mouth by which we eat and 
drink, teeth and jaws with which we masticate 
our food and a passage in our throat, known as 
the alimentary canal, through which we pass the 
food on to the stomach- Adjoining this there is 
another passage by which we inhale and exhale. 
The stomach has got a separate compartment in 
which the food which we cat is stored and under- 
goes the process of digestion and assimilation. 
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The food, when digested, is transformed 
into blood, which accumulates in the heart, 
and therefrom it is conveyed through the 
numerous arteries to all parts of the body 
and thereby sustains, invigorates, enlivens 
and rejuvenates tbe whole frame. The body 
has further been provided with an outlet for 
passing the superfluous element of the food, 
which is not necessary for the nourishment 
of the body, in the form of excreta and 
another canal, called urethra, for pumping out 
the redundant part of milt, water and other 
fluids that we take, which is not required for 
tile nutrition of the body. We have also been 
provided with a pair of eyes to see, a pair of 
ears for hearing, a pair of nostrils to take smell, 
a pair each of arms and legs with which to work 
and walk along respectively, and a generative 
organ for procreation. We now ask whether 
this roost wonderful mechanism has come 
into being merely as a result of concatenation of 
particles of matter or whether it has been 
moulded and fashioned by some architect 
similar to tbe one who bnilt tbe house referred 
to above, though infinitely more skilful, 
intelligent and powerful than the latter. 

Miraculous Powers of Mind and Speech. 

As we turn to our mind, while engaged in 
these thoughts, we find that our mind, too, is a 
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wonderful specimen of divine skill. The dive 
faculties of our mind, such as the cogitat 
faculty, the imaginative faculty, the reckoni 
faculty, the constructive faculty, the retent: 
power, the power of understanding and the pci 
trativc faculty areallsuch as leave usin bewildi 
ment. It is by exercising these faculties that 
many books have been written, so mai 
poems have been composed, so manyscienc 
have been discovered, and so many inventio: 
have been made and are still being made, 
it something Jess amazing ? Our powers 
speech and modulation of voice are al. 
marvellous. We find this purposiveness worl 
ing everywhere in this universe. Moreove 
we do not find the beginning or end ofth 
creation. The various limbs of the differer 
species of living beings have been fashione 
and assorted in such a symmetrical way tha 
the whole creation appears full of ebarn 
We thus see that ever since the beginning c 
creation some miraculous power has been a 
work in every clime and at every age, am 
that it will continue to work for ever. 

Our intellect forces upon us the conclu 
sion that this purposive creation has a pri- 
mordial ( wrfr ), eternal ( WRM ), unborn 
{ ), imperishable ( ), and ubiqui- 

tons { ) efficient cause, who is en- 


owed with inhnite power ( ) and 

i all-existent, all-intelligent and all-blissful 
. That one indescribable 
ower is called by thousands of names such 
5 I£wara, ParatneSwara, Parabrahma, 
iir&yapa, Bhagav&n, V&sudcva, Siva, Rima, 
Vi?pn, Jehova, God, Khuda, 

Hah, etc. 

There is only one God. 

The Vedas say:— 

i nfsin trsfct t 

“There is only one God, one without a 
:ond. That one is called by the wise 
various names. Although He is one, 
aple have different notions about Him." 

The Vifniisahasranama and Sivajahasra- 
nta afford a striking illustration to this 
til. Yndhijthira asked Grandfather 
Ijma to name the deity who was one 
bout a second, who was the greatest 
jgc of all living beings, and whose 
tship and eulogy brought everlasting 
ipincss to m 3 n. To the above query 
$ma gave the following reply— 

2 
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5PIW3 

5^: *r?ratfcsicp n 

x . x « x 

ararf^fro** f^rg* i 

st^TOrc? Tgqfsraf e^5^nf?nft U 

XXX 
«mf ir^^nr: traj rft jt^-ttji 
rft R5W II 

vfir*mr vfaf q> JTlf^C i 

|qcf ^tpn^TTSJ IJTTPTT ?ft5^qq: fq<H II 

“That is to say, every morning, on quitting 
one’s bed, one should extol God Vifpn, 
who is the Lord of the whole universe, the 
Supreme Deity, the Eternal and Ideal Being 
( s*?ren ). One who always eulogises Him 
who is the Supreme Lord and Ruler of the 
whole universe and who is all-pervading, 
unborn and imperishable, is rid of all 
troubles. He is the brightest of all effulgent 
beings and the most austere of all austere 
penances. He is the greatest of the great 
and the most hospitable refuge of all 
creatures. He is the purest of the pure, 
most sacro-sanct of all that is sacred, 
most auspicious of all that is auspicious, 

' goillie^t of all gods and the undying 
of all created beings.” 
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The above excerpts should suffice to 
show that the VtsniisaAasratvitna and 
Stvasakasranama and all other laudatory 
compilations of that type aver that one God 
and no other is the object of their praise. 
It therefore behoves us all to concentrate 
our minds on, and sing in praise of, Him 
every morning and evening. 

Though one, He is called by three names. 

This one God is known by the three 
names of Brahma, Vi$tm and MaheSa. The 
Viftjupur&na says: — 

w$fdrujfyyifir*iTJ^ I 
*hrr *nf?r spn^st: il 

‘%ord Janirdana, though essentially one, 
assumes the name of Brahma at the time 
of creation of this universe, that of Visnu 
•while maintaining it, and that of §iva while 
destroying it." 

We find the same idea echoed in the 
Brhannaraetiya Purauv ■ — 

HTTtTJftssirtoiscr: franmft I 

wtr' stnu. 

tmrf^trcrac i 

rkfafevn* 53 ^t rrgrot II 
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"NSiSyana is imperishable, infini 
omnipresent and untainted by MSya. I 
pervades the whole creation consisting 
sentient and insentient beings. That ey 

young, primeval deity is called by some 1 
the name of {Siva, by others by the nan 
of Vispu, who is always existent, and t 
still others by the name o! Brahma." 

In the £ira Parana as well Loi 
Mahelvara says: — 

ftrsn firsft rri faoit ntsfawripnwn I 
??Ti 6^ fl- 
are wftwrRr l 

«rrr u n 

“O Vijnu, although in reality I att 

always undifferentiated, I have to assum< 
three different appellations, viz., Brahma 
Vi?pu and Siva, while discharging the 
functions of creation, maintenance and 
dissolution (of the universe) respectively. 
Yourself, Brahma, who is with us at present. 
Myself, and Rudra, who is still to come, are 
all one. There is no difference between us 
all. Differentiation entails bondage." 

In StfimaJ BAifaea/a Sri IS ha ga van says:— 

cm n rruu anw «rn^l 

trprtxre jrvjj vt *W rufyTiV.i : 1 
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^ hstt ferff%?m^ii 

"Brahma, Sarva ( Siva ) and Myself are the 
ultimate cause of this universe. We are the 
Universal Soul, the Lord of all, the Spectator, 
self-seeing and unqualified. O Brahman, after 
penetrating My own MayS, which consists of 
the three Gunas ( attributes ), I assume three 
different epithets according as I create, main- 
tain or dissolve the universe.” 

Hence it is a mistake to regard Brahma, 
Vispu and Siva as different from one another. 
They are the appellations of one and the 
same God. 

The itva Purina further says:— 

ficrat fa«g : fijcnrnF I 

uuTTqa: irfs*. tromSfo gwrati 

"Siva, Mabeivara, Rudra, Visnu, Pita- 
mafia ( the Primeval Father ), Samara - Vaidya 
( the Healer of the World ), Sarvajha ( Omnisc- 
ient) and Paramatmi (the Supreme Soul), 
these eight names particularly refer to Lord 
Siva” 
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"Nflrftynpa is imperishable, infect 
omnipresent and untainted by JAl* 
pervades the whole creation consisting c ‘ 
sentient anil insentient beings. That e vfI 
young, primeval deity is called by some if 
the name of Siva, by others by the na— e 
of Vijflii, who is always existent, and fc? 
Still others by the name of Brahma." 

In the Jitro Purina as well L°td 
Mahcivara says: 

frtn mf I 

«nf S7'4R<7 qt I 

*nf *r »rt *7 * 

"O Vijnn, although in reality 1 *® 
always undifferentiated. I have to aim®* 
three different appellations, viz., Brah® 1 
Vijpu and Siva, while discharging tfc f 
function* of creation, maintenance a ni * 
dissolution ( of the universe ) respecthffr 
Yourself, Brahral, who it with us at pfr* nt ’ 
Hr*!!. «r.-f Rudra, who is still to come, > ,e 
»li one. There is no difference between ai 
*11 Djfrrentutwn entails bondage." 

In £ r\mal €*!'*: at* grl Rhagirin say*“" 

**T B^t n xritj urrrrr «mf i 

srnrt • 




“Brahma, Sarva ( Siva ) and Myself are the 
ultimate cause of this universe. We are the 
Universal Soul, the Lord of all, the Spectator, 
self-seeing and unqualified. O Brahman, after 
penetrating My own hlaya, which consists of 
the three Gupas { attributes ), I assume three 
different epithets according as I create, main- 
tain or dissolve the universe.” 


Hence it is a mistake to regard Brahma, 
Vispn and 6iva as different hom one another. 
They are the appellations of one and the 
same God. 


The Siva Purina further says:— 

ftpsj: Ptbtotp 1 

^fardiat ms re ftfo strati 


“Siva, Mahesvara, Rudra, Visnu, Pita~ 
maha ( the Primeval Father ), Sauna ra- Vatdya 
{ the Healer of the World ), Sarvapia ( Omnisc- 
ient ) and Paramaltna { the Supreme Soul }, 
these eight names particularly refer to Lord 
Siva.” 
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It is therefore clear that HflT qrg&tpr*, 
** ^ «ilu<fjim’, «S» 5W. 'jftanni Hfl:’ and 

‘!f)-j.~uq •to’, all these formal® are salutations 
of one and the same deity. 

What is that God like ? 

The Vedas describe Him as ‘setf CH’PPf 

kfimad BhSgavata describes Him as under— 
5TC-T Htd^T 1 

• {phiziu^ frger 

srprtinf in»r qrwTrir^rt 1 

^<nf^f*p fcfe n 

‘God ( Brahma ) is real; He has always 
existed, exists and shall exist for ever. He is 
all-knowledge, all-intelligence and all-bliss. 
Having no separate body. He is enacting this 
drama of the universe through the va'ious 
perishable bodies. He is absolutely pure 
(fM*), consisting of nothing’ but knowledge 
{ )and self-sufficient ( f- lie has no 

Jjcginnir? and no end. He »» eternal ( fa* J and 
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peerless ( MfSata ). Though one, He manifests 
Himself in. various forms. 

In another context it says: — 

“Entering the various bodies as their very 
self { Aimi ), that Eternal Being ( StnjK ), who 
is self-luminous ( ) and unborn ( *rfl ), 

who is the Supreme Lord ( vOlw ) and who 
is known by the names of Narayana, BhagavSn 
and Vasudeva, is illuminating every form 
created by Himself by dint of His M&yi 
{ enrapturing power ).” 

The third chapter of Skandha 1 1 of $di- 
mad Bh&gavata contains a full and most illu- 
minating exposition of God ( Brahma ), who 
is the main theme of the Vedas, the Upani$ads 
and the Purapas. 

King Janaka addressed the seers thus: — 

“ 0 seers ! you are the very cream of those 
who are well-versed in theology. Be pleased 
to give me an accurate idea of that Supreme 
Being ( 'rt’nrw }, that Ultimate Reality ( ICRS? ), 
who is called by the name of Narayana.” 

The sage Pippalsyana g3Ve the following 
answer. — 

\ fcr^S" 
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“O king: I know that Ultimate Reality to be 
Narayana who is responsible for the creation 
( tT'R J, maintenance ( J and destruction 
( ti«K ) of this universe, though Himself attribut- 
able to no cause; who persists, within as well 
as without, in all the three stages of dream («s), 
waking life { j and sound sleep ( Sjfa ) and 
who inspires and stirs the body along with its 
various sense-organs ( tftpl J, the respiratory 
organs ( Jtm ) and the heart ( *T«T ) to their 
respective functions. Just as sparks cannot 
penetrate the fire, in the same way our mind, 
speech, eyes, intellect, respiratory organs and 
sense-organs are incapable of comprehend- 
ing that Ultimate Principle; nay, they can- 
not even approach it, much less describe 
it 


“He was never born and shall never die;. 
He does not grow, nor does He ever diminish 
in size; He is immune from changes like birth 
and death, but is only a witness of all changing 
conditions; He is present everywhere and at 
every time and shall ever remain so; He is im- 
perishable and consists of knowledge and know- 
ledge alone ( ). Just as vitality 
is one, although it functions differently through 
different organs ( for instance, the eyes see, the 
-rs hear and the nose smells, and so on ), and 
’i appears differentiated, similarly, the yllmi 



[ Spirit ), though one, appears as differentiated, 
aeeause of its manifesting itself through differ- 
;nt bodies. God is present everywhere — in the 
vhole creation— alike in mammals such as the 
ttttnan being, the cow, the horse, the elephant, 
he lion, the dog, the sheep, the goat, etc, in 
)irds and other hatched creatures; in insects — 
ired by sweat and refuse of the body, etc. 3nd 
he vegetable world which springs up from the 
oil; in short, wherever there is vitality func- 
ioning in some form or another. That which 
s seen abiding in us as a constant witnessing 
rctor even when all our senses lie dormant, 
ay, when even the 'Ego’ as expressed by the 
•ords "I am” is merged for the time being, and 
hich we recall to our mind, on our waking, by 
sing such expressions as 'We had a good sleep’, 
l/e saw this dream’, and so on, is Brahma 
Sod ) ” 


WhCre is the abode of this God ? 

The &Tuti says-— 

^ *£T- 

*nvV fatjurs? ti 

( 3>wet&tvaiaropani$ad VI. it ) 
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“There is only one God who is hidden with- 
in us all, nay, who is pervading: everything, who 
is the inner self of all living beings and is the 
controller { finpai ) of all that is going on in this 
universe. He is the indweller of all creatures, 
the disinterested witness of all the activities of 
the world, the one intelligent principle without 
a compeer, and untainted by attributes { 3^ )." 

The Vedas, the Smftis and the Purapas 
are all unanimous in declaring that this Su- 
preme Deity is immanent in fire, in water, in 
the air, in the whole universe, in all herbs and 
plants, in all living creatures. 

The iruti says: — 

«V7 f?r»tnr*Tt «cfttrr 

3TJTT^ri trfoft'g: I 

cf^rf tnrrrr e DJ- 

itf jwP<t n 

“That Supreme Deity, the creator of the 
universe, always dwells in the hearts of crea- 
tures. Those who feel the holy presence of 
this Great Being in their hearts with their 
purified minds become immortal " 

flcfsr'uPrrfpT at* 

st vfcm «r kstx Rspr 1 
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n ^n^rf ipwfa'nfcnt 

n «sferafacn * snfwr; u 

( iviSaivatarcpani^ad VI. 9 ) 
"He owes allegiance to none in this world, 
nor is He amenable to any one’s authority or 
control He has no distinguishing mark 
either. He has no origin, no originator, no 
protector.” 

TOtwmn «roi rtt*at; 

<if?r *Tcfbrr trw" Qtwi^ 

fefnt gqdMtfiia'H II 

( Ibid VI. 7 ) 

“We have come to know that Paramount 
Lord of all those who are in power or authori- 
ty, the Presiding Deity of all the deities, the 
Master of all masters, the Lord of all the three 
worlds, the most adorable of all” 

Goswami Tutasidas says:— 
tTOT 1 

5T3T» ftnniTOD trSTOTHT II 
STTg^T, 31 u cl l l 

sifera ^nroHfrf: vmtfrn if 
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fTOTH, faWTR, Pmftg H 

foWt f^^3PT, ^W^tSfT tl 
rnj h* 8TJrrat i 
iJ^r Prcfe, f^, wRumft ll 

u9 4.K»i -TTijf I 

tfirefgtir cm ft wnff n 

“Verily Rama is that God who is all-exis- 
tence, all-intelligence and all-bliss, who is unborn, 
who has knowledge as His very essence, and 
is a great reservoir of strength; He is all-per- 
vading and also constitutes that which is per- 
vaded; He is indivisible and infinite; He is the 
embodiment of all unfailing power and the 
Lord of all; He is unqualified, vast, unapproach- 
able by speech and other senses, impartial, 
faultless, invincible, blotiess, formless, free 
from ignorance, eternal and untainted by J/Jy3. 
He is a mass of happiness; He is beyond the 
reach of Frakrti ( primordial matter ), the 
master, the indweller of every heart, free from 
desire and attachment, and imperishable. In- 
fatuation canr.ot prevail over Him. Can daft- 
ness ever appear before the sun V 

The aforementioned God dwells in the- 
heart of every living creature in the form ©f 
♦be Spirit { ). 



t 29 ] 

rltWi *Jt3Tt?TI )1 

The Lord Himself says in the Gita:-~ 

RfB% 1 

( XVIII. 61 ) 

“God dwells in the hearts of all living 
beings, O l Atjuna.." 

The sage Yajnavajkya has pat in a 
nutshell the viewpoint of the Vedas on this 
subject as follows:— 

“One hundred and fourty-four thousand 
positive ( ftff ) and negative ( *rfr» ) arteries 
branch out from the heart of every human 
being and are spread throughout the body. 

"In their midst there is an orb, as lumi- 
nous as the disc of the moon, and in the cort 
of that orb shines the Atm a ( the Spirit ) 
emitting a steady light like that of a lamp 
That is the only object worth knowing, a; 
its knowledge frees one from the cycle o 
birth and death. 

“That Atm a is present alike in all form: 
of lile, big and small, from the human bein] 
down to the meanest insect, nay, even « 
trees and plants.” 
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Sri Vedavyasa says: — 

S*ftRTCTcHfr STO ^ ^4 j1'33 1 

^ wra ^H^nfer^reT ll 

“God’s light dwells within us; it shines 
alike in every living being. One can see it with 
the mind’s eye after one has fully composed 
and steadied the mind.” 

In ir'tmaJ Bhogavad&ta the Lord Him- 
self says:— 

*ro OTg *3P3 i 

ji 

X x 

gq tidMW ft cTrrqlfH^imJ na ^ 1 

sn4 ?mnir4 pTfeati. n 

( XIII. 28. 18 ) 


“Verily he is the seer who sees the Lord 
installed in the heart of every living being 
as the only imperishable substance among all 
perishable things. 


“That God, the illuminator of all lights, 
shining beyond the darkness ( of ignorance . 
having knowledge as HU essence, the only 
tumble substance, that which » f a5 ^“ 
through knowledge, and who is kindly 
posed ton ards all, is installed in every 
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Every human being ought to do homage 
to that one God who dwells in every heart 
with unalloyed devotion. One should love 
every creature, taking it to be His abode. 
One should be iriendly to eveTy living being. 

That paragon of devotees, Prahl&da, 
says' — 

?rm stt vmqfa 5^ ^Tmns l 

OTmfatCT II 

t^rnr winter font ^37 trata?r: i 

*7*TT *£*!!! 01^)01! n 

q m t rota **&'■ 1 

( Dha'avata 7. 7. S3-5S ) 

"Therefore, O Danavas 1 be devoted to 
Sri Hari, who is the soul . and Lord of 
all living beings, believing that all our 
fellow-creatures are as susceptible to pleasure 
and pain as you are. The Danyas, the 
Yalcjas, the Rak$as«.s 7 the womanfolk, the 
Sudras ( the labouring class ), the cowherds 
living in dairy farms, nay, even beasts and 
birds and other damned creatures have in- 
dubitably attained salvation through devotion 
to Lord Achyuta. To be solely devoted to &n 
Govinda and to feel His presence in all 



living beings is the tummum Senum tt 
attained In this war Id." 

The Bedrock of Sanatana Dharma. 
fi* B 

“The knowledge that £t 1 Vlsudeva is da 
ing in the heart of every Jiving creature 
the eternal and abiding principle of San5t 
Dharma.” The same truth has been preac 
by the Lord in is/imad BhagoTadgtta.— 

tfSTSS I ( /-Y- & ! 

“I am undifferentiated in all creator 
He further says:- 

RtoipHq^wO rrpr 1 

sfcr «r qf*3<nt wrtfiw: II 

( V. j 

“The wise Jook equally on a learned z 
cultured Brahman, on the one hand, and 
cow or an elephant or a dog or a pari 
( Chandi! a ) on the other.” That is to s: 
they realised that they are equally stiscef 
ble to pleasure and pain. The Lord a 
says: — 

a n s n h r w * «npr6r l 

^ *n cmft jtct: n 
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"Verily be should be regarded as the 
greatest Yogi who looks upon all as equal, 
on the analogy of his own Self so far as 
pleasure and pain are concerned.” 

The sage Vedavyasa has therefore said:— 

«mtR* a fafa r fa * ^wisrlrj, t) 

•1 TTH.’TC^r t^wni! i 

07^ tTR: u 

“Know this to be the essence of religion 
and then practise it: refrain from doing unto 
others what you will not have done unto 
yourself,— what you may resent, if done 
nnto you. 

"We should not do unto others what we 
may resent, if done to ourselves. In short, 
that is religion; all other creeds have some 
selfish motive behind them.” 

jflfqrj *j: JTOT<Tzrq. I 

"How can he who wants to survive dare 
take the life of others ? One should always 
design such things for others as one may 
choose for one's own self.” 
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The virtues of harmlessness ( *rf?sr ), 
truthfulness ( St*? ), and refraining from 
wrongful possession of a thing ( )— the 

practice of all of which has been enjoined upon 
every human being and the neglect of which 
is sure to lead to one’s downfall, — take their 
stand on the above doctrine. It is in 
pursuance of these tenets that the per- 
formance of the five great sacrifices ( ispfjm ) 
has been enjoined upon us by the Vedas in 
atonement for the sin accruing from the 
unintentional taking of any life. Carnivorous 
animals, such human beings as may be 
bent upon taking onr life or that of any other 
innocent person or robbing him of his property 
or outraging his religious susceptibilities, those 
who assault us or invade our country or 
village, and those who practise incendiarism 
or administer poison to others have been 
characterised as outrageous persons ( ). 

It has been made oblie^ocyr on as to kill strcb 
persons or creatures by way of self-defence, 
when necessary, with a view to protecting 
the person, property, faith or honour of a 
brother or sister of ours. It is, however, a 
sin to kill innocent and harmless creatures. 


It is in pursuance of the above doctrine 
that Hindus have from the Vedic period 
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down to the present day maintained an 
attitude oi sympathy towards all innocent 
creatures of the world. The cow is adored 
by the Hindus as a mother ( ) in 

recognition of the fact that she supplies 
wholesome milt to the human race and 
benefits them in so many other ways. It is, 
therefore, specially incumbent on every human 
being to preserve this useful animal. liven 
ordinarily it is forbidden ( ) according to 

the fundamental doctrine of the above religion 
to tate the life of any innocent and harmless 
creature, to rob anyone of his or her life and 
property, to wrong anyone, or to practise fraud 
apon anyone On the other hand, to render 
some service or to do some good turn to one’s 
fellow-beings, who are as susceptible to pleasure 
and pain as one's own self, constitutes a creed 
which is true for all times and all climes- 

It is in consonance with the above 
fundamental doettine that it has been 
enjoined upon the followers of the Vedic 
Religion to feed not only human beings but 
even birds, beasts and all other creatures 
through the ritual known as *(*s*As, as will be 
clear from the verses quoted below; — 

gsft gar. i 
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q<r^t Eraifn 

{s^t; i 

sett* fqrn^rT^TTq: ^nr^n 

q ^rerfq^jf5<r Jrrr y^-d^ H 
fqqifeqjTJ q«\zq<T^raT 

jjgfycTV. «p5fqq?q?i^T: | 

quT?g a gfafaq Htntf 

Wfc *rq*3 tl 

*jqrfq ?TEj?foT <mra^cT- 

si faroR ( 

HW^S *ifi * *J *i?i" 

inf qqstjrfii mrrq sqr^ n 
qgfsit ^cT*Tcrt q qq 

<tt fe<n qsfercT^mmj I 
fir jpn fircz^ 

<r gfarr it 
rrft qui^f l 

Hfq *ret rrcfirJt 

“After performing other Yajn^s ( sacrifice*) 

a householder should take some more food, 
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is roach as he may like to have, and, placing it 
on clean ground, offer it with a peaceful mind to 
all creatures with the following words:— “May 
this food, which I have set apirt on this occasion, 
serve to appease and gratify gods, human beings, 
animals, birds, Siddhas, Yaksas, Nagas and 
other beings, reptiles, evil spirits ( 3^ } and genii 
( fifcrr? ), trees, ants, insects, moths and other 
creatures, whoever may be starving inconse- 
quence of their past actions and may want food 
from me. All the above-named creatures, the 
food which is lying here and my own self are 
none else than Visnu; there is nothing apart 
from Him. That is why I offer this food, which 
constitutes the body of the various creatures, 
for the sake ol preserving them." 

The householder should then devoutly 
leave the food on the ground foT the good of all 
creatures, as he is the mainstay of all. Again, 
in pursuance of the above doctrine, the followers 
of Sanatana Dharma, while performing the 
ritual known as Tarfcria every day, appease 
not only their forefathers but the living beings 
of the whole universe, as will be evident from 
the following verses: — 

tfcqtt fjrretm stnn \ 

fasrrat *jsms ftrsr n 


f « I 

3T^m *jf5rc?tn qr^mnnw s»ra: i 

inn^TTTJ K^'&llt^'Mffengt: b 

«TT«g <TZfTf?3 <JlcfdT{£ *7 tj fPTcTTt 1 
«T I ^ [ fTT *7^T3mf^ qpiiqi: I 

ft *r3 ufiwnrrfg *7*in*T3rofac3f?r n 


“The Devos, the Daityas, the Yak$as, the 
Nagas, the Gandharvas, the Rak$asas, the 
PiSlchas, the Guhyakas, the Siddhas, the 
Kustnapdas, plants, birds, aquatic creatures, 
burrowing animals, creatures flying in the air, 
all may be appeased with the water offered by 
me. I offer this water with a view to alleviating 
the sufferings of those who are undergoing 
tortures in the various infernal regions. I offer 
this water to appease those who have been 
connected with me by ties of blood or not or 
those who m3y have borne kinship with me 
in any previous life or those who may be 
expecting an offering of water from me.” 

The quantity of food that remains after 
allotting the share of crows and dogs is too 
inadequate to appease all other creatures 
( tnhfta: ). Notwithstanding this, it has been 
made obligatory on every householder to 
perform this ritual ( ) because it 
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symbolises the sacred and loity idea that a 
human being- stands in the relation of a brother 
to all bis fellow-creatures, and further serves 
the high and laudable object of surcharging 
the atmosphere of the world with the idea of 
fellowship of all living beings under the 
fatherhood of God and nourishing the idea with 
the moisture of love lihe drops of tears. 

One cannot adequately praise the catho- 
licity of this faith, which will also be evident 
from the following benedictory verse coming 
from the pen of one of the foremost and 
universally adored exponents of this faitli, the 
great seer Vedavyasa, who personified in 
himself the golden maxim ( One 

should always he devoted to doing good to 
others 

qjpfvT tr^3 «t 5:*ropT nq^ii 

“May all living beings be hale and hearty, 
may all see happy days; let no one be miserable." 


hotd fir! Kfsria, the life and soul of 
Sanatana Dharma, has extended a loving 
invitation to the whole human race in the 
following inspiring and reassuring words: — 



r n r 

in» all fi'.hn ctfr»!i alone. take rt!ajt 
in J!( I shall #t»snS»r Ihcr from all tint Do 
it®'. *wtt" 

Tlir further hjt- 

^nftrc rrnpT^ n i* w Pros i 

h trnfar n nr wr nfa H ng *irajz^ I 

wfa inni i 

W'gK’J n *7WJi rTTT7nrnipT®ft fg *7t B 
ftnf WTjfr tmlfTTT nw^uif^r Pmsofir l 
nfinntftfir *t $ xrrr- n 

*rr ft »rra nrofkro hsfo tjf inwVi: « 
farct ^trremr tnfar qrf nfirq; D 

“I am the same for all livings. I bear 
no ill-will against any, nor do I love anyone. 
Those who devoutly worship Me abide in Me, 
and I abide in them. Even the worst sinner, 
who solely depends on Me, should be regarded 
ns virtuous; he will in no time be transformed 
into a saint and is sure to attain abiding peace. 

O Arjuna 1 take it from Me that harm shall 
never befall him who is devoted to Me. O son 
of Kuntil even the womanfolk, the Vailyas 
( those belonging to the trading class ), the 
$udras ( those belonging to the labouring class ) 
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nnd those of sinful tilth will sutcly attain 
the highest position i! they take refuge 
in Me" 


Blessed otc they who have been initiated 
into this sacred and philanthropic creed 1 My 
devout prayer is that, guided by this divine 
light, all religious-minded persons, after refining 
and solidifying their knowledge and replenishing 
the store of their vigour and real, may 
propagate the troths underlying this creed 
and convince the whole world that God is one 
and only one, that in His essence He is 
present not only in all human beings but in all 
other animals, and plants, — in other words, in 
human beings, beasts birds and insects, moths, 
trees and plants alike, and that the best mode 
of worshipping Him is to feel the divine 
presence in all creatures, to be friendly with 
all and to wish all well. Let us all consolidate 
and propagate the divine energy by preaching 
the cult of universal love and diffusing this true 
knowledge. Let us drive ignorance out of 
this world, eliminate wrong and injustice 
and promote mutual good-will, happiness and 
peace among men by preaching truthfulness, 
righteousness and compassion. 


'meters' 




The Story of Mira Bai. 

By Syt. Bankey Behan, B. Sc, LL B. ( Advocate, 
Allahabad High Court. ) 

Mira’s life is a life of supreme devotion and 
dedication. With the Lord alone she recognized 
a relationship, and in Him alone she found a 
friend. She gave herself up completely to Him. 
She stands unique in lave and loyalty to Sri 
Bhagav&n. Born a princess, she turned out to 
be a beggar, a wanderer in the streets of 
Brindaban in quest of her Lord. She lived in 
the Lord and died in Him — entered in Him 
in hex last moments at Dwaraka. Thus the 
story ol Mira Bai is a story of love and 
surrender, intensest passion and hunger of the 
soul for her Divine Mate, and the life that Mira 
lived was a life of Eternal Union. 

The book contains about half a dozen 
charming pictures bearing on the life and lave 
of Mira Bai, representing both the Oriental and 
English schools of painting as well as silhouette 
of Syt. Kanu Desai. This treatise, printed 
on thick 40 lb. tinted antique paper and 
beautifully got-up with cloth cover and 
wrapper, is priced annas -/10/- only, so that it 
may be accessible to every lover ol God. This 
little volume will be found very valuable to 
aspirants who want to tread the path of love and 
surrender to Sri Bbagav&n. 



Mind: Us Hysterics and Control. 

By Swam} Slvananda Sarajwati. 

The author'll name Is too well-known among 
tho*o interested In spiritual literature to require 
any introduction. Ill* masterly exposition of 
intricate problem* connected with Yoga and 
Vt-Unra in popular and homely language hae won 
for him a placo of honour among the writer* of 
the present day. The present work is a email 
troatlio consisting of nearly 2 00 page* and 
printed on double crown 28 lb paper and deal* 
intfr alia with the nature ( (Tf? ) , aspect*, laws 
and funotlona ( Vrlttl* > of the mind, the various 
states and habits of the mind, the Doshas or 
faults of the mind and bow to remove them, the 
relation of mind with body, tbo way to control 
and concentrate the mind and ultimately to turn 
it inward and destroy it. which le the nltimate 
end of all true philosophy. The author has thus 
presented in a small and handy volume the 
various secretB of Yoglo and Vedantlo Sadhana 
and given practical hints on meditation and 
other spiritual exercises, and valuable suggestions 
regarding diet and other particulars connected 
■with Sadhana. The book is thus very useful for 
all aspirants, control of mind being on essential 
requisite for all Sadhakas. The utility of the 
hook has been enhanced by appending at the 
end a small glossary of difficult Sanskrit words 
which have unavoidably found place In It. The 
volume has been priced at annas tight only, which 
Is very nominal having regard to the number 
of pages and the importance of the subject- 
matter. Those who want to tread the path of 
God-reali ration would do well to purchase a 
oopy without loss of time. Part I. Price 8 annas, 




JU (he Toncli ol the I'liilosophcr’8 
Sionc. 

( £ pfartvi In °['lvx: *p<i* ) 

The above is a translation of the celebrated 
Bengali drama “Rupa-Sanatana" by late Girisll 
Chandra Gbose depicting the transforma- 
tion of life of the two celebrated Vaislinava 
Aebatyas of Bengal ol the same name, who 
adopted the beggar’* bowl renouncing the 
princely position of ministers to the then King 
of Bengal at the call of their celebrated Master, 
Sri Cbaitanya Mahaprabhu. 

The drama breathes the spirit of religion 
and high devotional ecstasy which reached a 
high state of manifestation in Bengal under 
the magnetic influence of that unique Master in 
thepathof Devotion, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, 
who brought about tbe revival of the fthakti 
movement in Bengal in the sixteenth century. 

It is a valuable illustrated publication 
which will undoubtedly help the reader to 
develop and strengthen the devotional side 
of the human nature. 

N. B. Detailed Catalogue of Books & 
Pictures is supplied promptly free of cost on 
the receipt of a requisition. 

GiU Press, Gorakhpur. 




Pictures for sale 

Religous Pictures in Different 
styles of Painting. 

( BEAUTIFUL, CHEAP & ATTRACTIVE.) 

Selected subjects from Hindu Saetraa 
Bach ae Ramayana, Mahabbarata, Bbagavata 
Parana, etc. 

Along -with the publication of books and Jour- 
nals we have been printing beautiiul pictures 
also which can form a most suitable object 
of meditation for the devotees of God Our 
piotureB inspire faith and love in the hearts of 
the aspirants and help them immensely tn their 
God ward march Most of the designs are very 
charming. 

A complete list printed in English and Hindi 
of our Sanskrit and Hindi publications and 
pictures may be supplied lree on aemsnd, 
PRICES HAVE BEEN CONSIDERABLY 
REDUCED. 

3-fcCes of different Sizes & Colours, 

15" x 20" Golden tint 0-1-6 each. 

i, Tri-Coloured 0-1-0 „ 

10”xl5" GoldeD tint 0-0-6 „ 

>• Tri-Coloored 0-0-4J „ 

7 J"x 10" Golden tint 0-0-4J „ 

.. Tri-Coloured 0-0-3 „ 

» One Coloured Re. 1/-;- per hundred. 

B‘'X7j'* Coloured „ „ „ 

Gita Press, GotaWipur. 
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Our Present-Day 
Education. 

B Jt is at the repeated request of 
(I some esteemed friends that I 
ij have ventured to take up the pen 
and enter on a discussion on the 
subject of our present-day education. 
These friends are pained to notice the 
consequences of this education as reflected 
in the lives and day-to-day activities of 


l~o. r. v. K. 



our ducats you"* *" a W °?”\?,,M 

ot them are direct snirctets then.teV.M- 
Having spent their hard-earned turner 
in the education ei their boys and crrlt, 
tlicy now find there young 
in an nttogc.her dideren. J 

arc distressed to find rt5 0 ( 

R i,I, Steeped in Inxm » 1 inl!ol „ t 

extravagance, and helplES5 . 

and irrelictous ,lc „ , ot a solution of 

-"•Hi" 1 - 

think of obtaining »'■££*« a „ be 
God's creation, bowev ’ . te evil. From 

an unmitigated an a be soine 

that point of view tb« education , an d 
good points et.cn ^ ccrta j n extent 

society must have proper esti- 

profited by them. B ^ {outl a that the 
mate is made it 1 b 5ghs the gain- 
« — 



thought on the problem ■when there 
was time to think, nor was the after- 
effect properly calculated. Now when 
the country is flooded with the products 
of this education, when in the name of 
progress schools and colleges have sprung 
up everywhere, when owing to a change 
of outlook this education has acquired 
a prestige In the eye of the multitude, 
no substantial change is possible even 
if the evil effects are adequately brought 
to light. The disease has permeated all 
parts of society and it seems difficult 
now to overcome it unless the evil 
makes us so helpless as to compel us tD 
turn our eyes to God alone for a remedy. 
The pernicious effects of the present 
system of education are very often dis- 
cussed even in the Convocation Speeches 
of the various universities.* It is described 
as a system that fosters a false per- 


• Vida Append!* I for relevant extract* 
from Convocation Addr«*ae* of *atne Indian 
Univerfitie*. 
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ftpcctlve of life, that breeds unemploy- 
ment, that w unspirittnl, that instil-: 
in the hearts of our youngmen a sense 
of luxury and case under the plea of 
raising the standard of life and comfort 
But these speeches generally end only 
with this criticism. The reason for this 
is apparent Those who run these 
universities cannot shut their eyes to 
the evils of the modern system of 
education. But being incapable of 
changing their outlook, they observe 
some strong points in its favour and 
feel that it has also its use for society. 
They cannot, therefore, suggest any vital 
reform. All the same complications in 
society are daily growing inasmuch as 
educational institutions are growing in 
number turning out innumerable boys 
and girls who bear tbe hall-mark of 
this education on their forehead. Is 
there a way out of this difficulty ? If 
not, is it any good to spend time over 
this discussion ? One cannot blame even 
those who regard this education as 
nothing but a blessing, because that is 


bow they have learnt to look at the 
question. No useful purpose is likely 
to be served by criticising, or finding 
fault with others. What is therefore 
written here under pressure from friends 
is not intended to lay the blame upon 
any person or criticize any opinion. 
The reader will kindly excuse the 
writer if he is found exhibiting any 
useless heat in the course of this 
discussion. 

True Goat of Education 
According to the tradition of the 
Hindu civilization the goal of education 
is to bring about an all-round growth 
of the pupih physical, mental, material 
and moral, leading ultimately to the 
attainment of bliss, which is otherwise 
known as salvation, or freedom from 
the round of births and re-births. Out 
ancient recogniied only that know- 
ledge as true which brought about 
release from the meshes of ignorance — 
*Trt fimi V7 Rtij’fA’. Lord {5rl Kfsna also, 
when He hinted in the Gita that 
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Spiritual Knowledge was an aspect ol 
Himself — gave the seal 
of His approval to the above view. 
The institution of the four Airamas 
( stages ) of Brahmacharya ( student life ), 
Garhasthya ( married life ), Vanaprasiha 
( forest life ), and Sannyasa ( renunciation ) 
was introduced into Hindu society with 
the object of achieving this very object 
The student in those days had to pass 
through the rigorous discipline of 
Brahmacharya while cultivating know- 
ledge of things of this world as well 
as of things spiritual, and came out 
of the Guruknla as an embodiment of 
physical and mental health. Self-abne- 
gation became the breath of his nostrils. 
When be entered the next stage of a 
householder he had to develop this 
capacity ol self-abnegation further. 
Service became his ideal. He had t* 
deny bimsell at every step for the 
sake of others. Thus finally he was 
able to renounce all that he possessed 
and merge his identity in the One 
Existence that permeated the whole 



universe. This is the line o! growth 
chalked oat for a student according to 
our Hindu tradition. So long as this 
method o! education based on the four 
Airamas remained undisturbed in India, 
our tradition and ideal remained intact, 
and all classes of society were more 
or less happy. But when under many 
adverse circumstances we forsook this 
Airama Dharma, various complications 
arose in society. The twentieth century 
has appeared as sounding the death-knell of 
this ancient tradition. It has produced a 
strange infatuation which is leading us 
towards destruction in the name of 
progress. The Mohammedans did not 
succeed in removing our sacred tuft of 
hair or our sacred thread at the point 
of their sword, but now in the name of 
progress we, educated Hindus, are 
eagerly removing them ourselves. Our 
women embraced fire as a long last 
friend to maintain the high ideal of 
feminine chastity. Fire could not impair 
their chastity, although it burnt their 
bodies; on the contrary, it shone aw 



the brighter; but now ntwlern education 
ba* made that very ideal an intolerable 
burden to our sisters and daughters, 
and organ ited attempts are being made 
on all sides {o throw that ideal 
overboard. According to our ancient 
tradition society is held together by 
the force that lies in tbc truths of 

religion, and Cod is the foundation on 
which everything rests. I)ut our present- 
day educated young men consider it a 
derogation and an act of shame to 

make a confession of faith in these 
tealities. They cannot support such 

foolish superstitions for fear of losing 
prestige with their fellow-youngmen. 
Enjoyment has become the supreme 

ideal of life to-day. The intoxication 
of modern education has blurred our 
vision to such an extent that we have 
begun to regard the satisfaction of base 
desires as the highest achievement and 
a source of supreme bliss, and like 
moths rushing headlong towards fire, 
we are feeling irresistibly drawn to- 
wards the ways of destruction. The 
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delusion which inspires us to follow 
this maddening coarse ? 

Evils of modern Education 

The evils that can be detected in 
most of our college or school students 
may be enumerated as below: — 

1. Lack of faith in Cod and Religion; 

2. Lack of Self-Restraint; 

3. Lack of Brahmacfiarya; 

4. Lack of respect for teachers, 
parents and eldeis; 

5. Contempt for antiquity; 

6. Luxury and extravagance; 

7. Sense of shame in following such 
hereditary avocations as agricul- 
ture, or in undertaking household 
duties; 

8. Lack of straightforwardness. 

We shall deal with these points in 
some detail. 

1. ‘God is only a creation of the 
imagination of man. It is sheer waste 
of time to indulge in talks about Him. 
Has anybody ever seen Him ? What is 
religion except a figment of the human 
brain ? Designing and selfish persons 
have created these conceptions of God 


10 



and Religion in order to frighten and 
cheat the unsophisticated. Religion is 
only a form of superstition.’ These and 
similar views are aired with some 
amount of gratification by those who 
have received the light of modern 
education. There are, again, others who, 
though holding the same view as the 
above, are cultured enough not to 
produce a shock by a direct frontal 
attack. They therefore take recourse to 
a subtler method of reasoning. They 
argue as if they have to deal with 
either a fool or a child — ‘May be, there 
itf a God; we do not contest this. But 
even if He is there, He does not take 
care of anybody. Rather, when He 
is everywhere, His service should con* 
sist in serving the world. One should, 
therefore, serve the masses instead of 
wasting time over useless worship or 
recitations of His name. Does not even 
the Gita teach that one should serve 
God in every being through one’s 
action ?’ Those who advance this argu- 
ment have no faith in God themselves; 
but, instead of directly denying His 
existence, they attempt to rid us of 
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our superstition through the subtle and 
back-door method of convincing us 
about the futility of worship or chant- 
ing His name. They do not know 
that without a proper realization of 
God, without, in fact, a vision of the 
Infinite in every finite creature, there 
cannot be service in the proper sense 
of the term. The service that fills ns 
with pride or arrogance is no service 
at all. And service that is devoid of 
touch with and realization of the Infinite 
cannot but breed such arrogance. A 
Yajna ( sacrifice ) performed without the 
direct presence of Siva can result only 
in bringing destruction on our head f 
Through our neglect of God and 
Religion we are gradually moving along 
the path of indulgence and ruin. And 
the irony is that we miscall it as the 
path of progress. 

2. Self-restraint has become now a 
thing of the past. We do not follow 
any standard of decency to regulate 
our talks, our mirth and fun, our mode 
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of living, our wearing apparel, food 
and other items of our daily life. 
Manners are oat of court. No control 
is exercised over the tongue. Some 
years ago I remember crossing the 
Ganges near Patna on a steamer which 
was boarded by a party of young 
college students accompanied by one or 
two of their youthful professors The 
whole patty was fall of fun and light- 
hearted banter, which soon overstepped 
the limits of decency and good breeding. 
Some ladies were seated at a short 
distance from the party. They began 
to feel very uncomfortable. The boys 
were, however, indifferent to their 
surroundings and began to behave as 
if there was none else in the steamer 
besides themselves. Indecent language 
and indecent gestures followed by loud 
peals of laughter from many throats, 
disorderly shouts and catcalls, all this 
formed part of their tiotous and dis- 
reputable conduct. An old Maulv-i, 
whose nerves could not tolerate this 
ribaldry of the boys, found himself in 



hot-walcf in trying to expostulate with 
the patty. It resulted m turning: their 
torrent of ridicule on such objects as 
his beard, his spectacles and even the 
shape nnd cut of his upper garments. 
No sooner the poor old man opened 
his lips than he was met by a terrible 
shout of laughter. The poor Manlvi 
had finally to save himself by beating 
a hasty retreat from such uncongenial 
company. 

The restriction about food is rapidly 
disappearing; every food has become 
the object of our avidity, be it even 
the leavings of the dishes of an 
unknown person; the plate on which 
beef was served to a Muslim an instant 
ago is used the next moment for serving 
f>akottri to a Hindu. Soda water bottles 
are commonly used by all as mother s 
milk. There is no hesitation in taking food 
tasted by another. 1 remember an incident 
at a railway station when some young 
students dressed in the most up-to-date 
fashion came frolicking along the train 
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and caught hold of a vendor near a 
female compartment, where they started 
talking in a language which gave one 
the impression that they bad neither 
mother nor sister in their homes. One 
of them purchased one kind of eatable 
and another a second variety; soon a 
struggle ensued Iot the possession of 
the stuff in each other’s hands; the food 
tasted by one was thrust into the 
mouth of another, they began to roll 
in laugliter and profusely perspired in 
the excitement of their merriment 
Then the tea vendor was called, and 
some food was also purchased fiom a 
Muslim vendor. No one cared to 
enquire whether the food was pure, or 
whether it was cleanly cooked and 
served. Incidents like these must be 
occurring daily these days. 

There may be poverty in the family, 
and the father may be sending the 
monthly expenses ol the boy with great 
difficulty, yet the boy must have his 
standard of luxury satisfied. Apart 



irom other *Uings, he cannot manage 
with anything less than three pairs of 
footwear, one for - outing; another for 
the tennis ground, and the third— a 
pair of slippers— for use in his room. 
There is no scope for the exercise of 
restraint or moderation anywhere. What 
a sad contrast with the injuctions of 
Manu who lays down the following 
rules for regulating the conduct of 
students who attend the Giimiula for 
their education. “A Prahmacluri should 
after his daily bath perform Tarpar\a to 
satisfy the Devas, IJjis and Pitfs; he 
should worship the Devas, perform 
//am » both morning and evening; he i» 
to abjure liquor and meat, renounce 
the use of scents and ornaments, should 
not visit any woman, should eschew 
all exciting foods from bis diet, should 
not kill any animal, should not rub 
oil in the body or apply collyrium in 
bis eyes, should not use shoes, should 
control his propensities of lust, anger 
and greed, and should sleep alone. He 
should not participate in dance of music, 
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{ whether vocal ot instrumental ) and 
should not indulge in gambling or 
quarrelling. He should guard himself 
against undue inquisitiveness in regaid 
to the affairs of others, against untruth, 
doing injury to others, and casting 
glances on women or embracing them." 
We find just the opposite now when 
late rising has become fashionable, bath is 
taken only after the morning tea, Devas, 
f?jis and Pitps are made objects ol 
ridicule, prohibited food is welcome and 
scents ate profusely used. Add to these 
the visits made to cinema houses and 
the reading of light and obscene literature, 
all of which help to vitiate the conduct 
■ol out young men. 

3. We must recognize to our shame 
and sorrow that in regard to the third 
item we, as a race, are perhaps going to 
be the worst sinners- Our students 
who start life without any chart or 
standard to regulate their conduct are 
being daily tempted to lead a life of 
indulgence through their text-boots 


containing open references to Jove affairs,, 
through light novels that appeal to the 
base nature, through the spread of sex- 
literature, and through their mode of 
living of which enjoyment is the only- 
goal. Their association with immature 
and short-sighted young professors, who 
have themselves no self-restraint, very 
often leads them astray. Co-education 
has opened another road to ruin. College* 
and hostels built in imitation of the 
West and breeding an atmosphere of 
luxury and enjoyment, exchange of 
objectionable letters among friends and 
fellow-students, or securing gross objec- 
tionable pictures that naturally excite 
the mind towards enjoyment, all these 
help to bring about their downfall. 

A very respected friend whose veracity 
or capacity to judge cannot be doubted 
once told me that in a province, which 
is considered to be one of the most 
advanced in western education, about 
half the student population of the univer- 
sity are victims of one or other form 
of venereal disease. This deplorable 
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condition of the youth, who are the future 
hope of the nation, should draw tears of 
blood from our eyes 1 

4. It has become almost a habit with 
those who have received the light of 
modern education to regard their parents 
as antiquated fools, to find fault with 
their actions or to slight their judgment 
even though trying to serve them bodily 
to a certain extent out of a sense of 
duty, or for the salce of winning 
popular applause. The time-bonoured 
practice of worshipping the feet of elders 
at home is being neglected; nay, somp 
even go to the length of feeling a sense 
of shame in being recognired as sons 
of their parents. An educated friend 
once actually said, "If instead of being 
the progeny of these fools, I could take n)y 
birth in a country where there is freeu 
thinking, 1 would have been blessed 
indeed.” The friend bolding this extreme 
view may be an exception, yet it is a 
fact that respect for the wishes and 
opinions of parents has now dwindled 



almost to the vanishing point Disrespect 
for parents is sometimes recognized and 
advocated as a sign of progress! A son 
can never imagine the deep anguish 
which his parents feel when they find 
the child of their bosom, nursed with 
so much trouble and care regarding them 
as nothing but old fossils and inSicting 
suffering on them through contemptuous 
indifference to their feelings and senti- 
ments. I could hardly restrain tears 
when an aggrieved father, full of tears, 
related to me his bitter experience in 
words whose pathos gave an indication 
of the extent of bis anguish and suffering. 

5. A young friend once told me 
that they were out to uproot and destroy 
all antiquated ideas and customs and 
replace them by new. The Vedas, the 
Pur&nas, the Qoran and the Bible,— 
they have no respect for any of these- 
Such is the mentality of most of our 
youngmen, no matter whether they give 
expression to it or not. That ia why 
they want to destroy in the name of 


20 



reform. This thoughtless contempt for 
everything old, and attraction for a new 
i! novel order, is another direct result 
of modern education. 

6. The average monthly • expenses 
of a college Student are taken to be 
about Rs. SO/- now-a-days. In cities 
like Bombay they exceed even this 
amount The colleges and hostels have 
been constructed on such a plan, and 
the standard of tife in their atmosphere 
is so high, that the boys feel demoralized 
if they cannot live up to this level oi 
expenditure. The poor souls have to 
conform to the prevailing fashion the 
expenses of which are sufficient to main- 
tain a couple of ordinary families in India. 
Shoes and boots of several varieties, 
boot polish, foreign dentifrice, looking- 
glass, brush, wrist-watch, flannel suit for 
the cricket-ground, another suit for the 
tennis court, tiffin in restaurants, daily 
shave in saloons, expensive laundering, 
purchase o! the latest fictions, parties to 
friends, presents to friends on special 



Occasions, visits to Picture-houses and 
play-grounds, these and who knows bow 
trtany more are the items on which they 
have to spend money without hesitation 
in order to maintain the false dignity of 
tlietr position. Their poor parents may 
be in the meantime selling their jewell- 
ery or mortgaging their residence and 
property, or may beg and borrow to 
meet this heavy expenditure. The boys 
do not care to know in what difficult 
situation tbeir parents are; they Jive in 
A paradise of their own where life is 
guided by imitation of one another. At 
the time of their visits to home during 
vacation such of them as are married 
would make fresh demands of money* 
for purchase of enjoyable things for their 
young wives. Being afraid of displeasing 
the son, lest he may fail in the examina- 
tion, the parents swallow the bitter pill 
without any murmur, and never allow 
the child to know either tbeir chagrin 
or their suffering. The student, in his 
turn, has no business, when he visits 
home, to enquire about a gross subject like 
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the affair* of lit* borne ? Why should 
he lend a helping hand in the rough 
household work ol hi* parent* 1 Hi* 
time it spent in visits to friend*. In the 
writing of love-1 ctteis, in fun and enjoy- 
ment, in indoor • games or idle cosup. 
The patent* tolerate all this in expectation 
that when the boy should come out ol 
college all the family want* would be 
removed by bis earnings. How should 
the pooT guardians in their distant village 
homes know that the very boys lor whose 
education they were parting with their 
life-blood, and whose demands, whether 
Tight or wrong, they met without any 
hesitation, would regard them os nothing 
hut old fools when they came out ol 
college alter completion ol their educa- 
tion; and it they failed to get any em- 
ployment, the distress of the family would 
•be much more acute. God alone knows 
bow the poor would be able to bear the 
cost of an education which is so dear. 

7. I have found thtough experience 
that a university-trained young man is 


incapable of doing agricultural work, 
nor can be run a shop. Boys of the 
artisan class, when they have received 
this education, consider it derogatory to 
carry on their ancestral calling. They 
are not fitted to do anything else than 
clerical work. They develop a false sense 
of dignity, and feel shame in doing even 
their own work with their hands. They 
require a porter to carry even commodities 
weighing a few seers only. To carry weight 
they regard as infra dig, not to speak of 
sweeping rooms or washing clothes. Let 
alone these household duties, some even 
consider it a degradation to live 
under the same roof with their old 
style parents or brothers and sisters who 
have no knowledge of modern manners 
and etiquette. If it is analysed properly 
it will be found that this is one reason 
for the present growth of unemploy- 
ment in the country. Every educated 
man seeks service. The love of false 
dignity of the modern educated always 
keeps their expenditure out of propor- 
tion to their income; the result is, as 



we often read in papers, that some 
even go to the length of seeking relief 
through suicide. It is seldom heard that 
an artisan or even a day-labourer com- 
mitted suicide for want of occupation. 
Such extreme steps are taken only by 
the educated unemployed who are unfit 
for other work than either service or the 
legal profession. They look down upon 
all other kinds of work. Who can picture 
the terrible consequences of the acute 
unemployment for which the ground is 
being prepared by our universities 
annually turning out from their portals 
thousands of youngmen possessing 
mentality as described above > 

P. The amount of straightforward- 
ness that could be observed among our 
elders cannot be traced among us of the 
present generation, instead we have be- 
come adepts in deceit and past masters 
in double-dealing. Onr elders never 
hesitated to call a spade a spade. They 
used to call an enemy an enemy, and 
a friend a friend; but we address a 



person as a friend, and treat him as an 
enemy. This false friendship, this 
covering of brute nature by drawing- 
room manners, has become a part and 
parcel of modern civilization. Openness 
and frankness is now regarded as an 
indication of foolishness, whereas deceit 
is regarded as an indication of wisdom 1 
Female Education 

Female education is also growing as 
rapidly as the education of boys. With 
the progress of education of boys we felt 
that female education should also be 
advanced. Schools and colleges lor 
women were established. The ideal of 
this education remained the same at in 
the case of boys, for it was guided by 
the same outlook. The crarc was /of 
higher education; and higher education 
meant education in colleges with the 
object of attainment of university degree* 
and qualifying for the vocations of law 
and medicine. The women ah o followed 
*»1 are following the umr beaten 
track and a»c becoming profosors, clerk*. 



lawyer®, •writers, leaders, municipal com- 
missioners and councillors. This is what 
we call progress. On all sides this 
progress is being hailed with delight 
and no efforts are spared to make it as 
complete as possible. Educational insti- 
tutions for women on modern lines and 
the number oi girl students, are daily 
increasing. The result is, they are also 
being tarred with the same brush, and 
have started like the boys to disown 
God and religion. This disavowal may 
not be as open and complete as in the 
case ot the boys, for women possess the 
natural qualities of simplicity, tenderness, 
faith, shyness and respect and lo\e fot 
tradition and old customs, which prevent 
them from going to the same length a< 
the hoys, but the movement has started 
l.ack of restraint is also glowing 
Women being by nature possessed o 
more self-control in certain respect 
than men, their progress in this direc 
tion may not be as rapid as in thi 
other case; but they have a mor 
developed imitative faculty which i 


slowly but irresistibly dragging them 
towards a life of indulgence. That is 
why lack of self-control is growing 
among educated women of the present 
day. They no longer feel shy in openly 
discussing things, the very thought of 
which sent a shudder into the heart of 
our coy and pure-hearted sisters of the 
old school. The demur in cultivating 
friendship and exchanging letters, or 
joining in merriment, play or dance 
with unrelated members of the other sex, 
is disappearing. Lack of continence is 
terribly growing. A Lahore paper of the 
reformist school published sometime ago 
an article from the pen of a responsible 
person objecting' to the system of co- 
education of boys and girls, wherein it 
was stated that according to the report 
of the lady health-officer of a certain 
school about 90 p. c. of unmarried girls 
above the age of twelve had been found 
either big with child or having bad got 
rid of it through abortion. The writer 
expressed great concern at this fearful 
growth of immorality, and wondered 
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bow the elders and leader* ©1 society 
proposed to meet the situation. 

Supposing W> p. c. was an exaggera- 
tion, even 10 p. c. is a terrible average 
lor such a state ol thing*. It i* difficult 
to believe that this Is a correct estimate. 
The figure may be a misprint; all the 
same it cannot but be recognized 
that school girls ol the present genera- 
tion art open to more temptation, and 
therelore incidents o( this nature ate 
on the increase among them. If thal 
be the state among young girls, the 
heart trembles to picture how terrible 
could be the condition ot mature educated 
women who have accepted and opcnl] 
advocate the ideal ol self-indulgence a: 
tbe ideal ol modern womanly life. 

The cultured and educated girls o 
to-day do not obey their parents. Onl 
tbe other day it was reported in the paper 
that one Mr. S. R. Got bale ol Kagpu 
committed suicide together with hiswil 
because their grown-up girl whom the 
bad educated with much expense an 


care had decided to marry without their 
consent. Enlightened boys and girls of 
to-day might say it was the girl who was 
to marry, and not her parents. The girl 
decided to choose her own husband. 
What business bad the parents to inter- 
fere in the matter ? Quite so; but this 
very ideal is against our Hindu tradition- 
It is this ideal that draws a glorious 
picture of free love among immature boys 
and girls, which has no other basis but 
gross attraction of the flesh, and which 
occasionally drives some of them to adopt 
the extreme step of committing suicide 
even on slight interference from parents 
and well-wishers. It is this anti-Hindu 
ideal that generates in them want of 
respect for parents or for their sentiments, 
desires and power of discrimination, and 
makes them rebels against ancient 
tradition and custom- It is this ideal 
that teaches modern educated girls that 
it was derogatory to bow their head be- 
fore the mother-in-law, or render bodily 
services to the husband. Has not this 
ideal been imported from Europe where 
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■women hoist their standard of revolt 
against husbands, where they have gone 
even to the extent ol forming associa- 
tions for devising ways and means ol 
getting rid of their husbands ? The 
woman may freely mix and move about, 
may visit cinemas, and may even drink 
in the company o! whomsoever she 
chooses, and her husband and parents 
cannot raise their finger against her. 
For was not such freedom a sign of 
modern civilization and progress ? 
Whither, O goddess, in whose keeping 
lies the glorious ideal of Chastity, the 
ideal which is particularly India's own, 
to what abysmal depths are you drifting 
leaving aside the white brilliance of your 
pure ideal tl 

As to luxury and extravagance they 
have a sad tale to tell. The husband 
may be incapable of securing a service 
of twenty rupees per month, but the 
lady must have her money lor purchase 
ol the latest fashion of toilet articles, 
for satisfaction of her other whims and 
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desires, and for her regular visits to 
the cinema. The college girls particularly 
are mad after fashion. Crores worth of 
useless trash are imported annually 
from other lands in the interest of this 
fashion. They regard household duties 
like sweeping of rooms, grinding corn, 
or cooking as degrading occupations. 
In a poor country like India it is nothing 
but inviting direst misery and unhappi- 
ness to make the girls so fashionable 
and extravagant. It is, in fact, a great 
social sin we are committing by en- 
couraging the progress of society along 
these lines. 

The intention of these observations 
is not that women should not wash their 
bodies or observe cleanliness, or should 
wear only dirty clothes and neglect even 
their legitimate and natural instincts of 
brushing up the body. These things 
can be and should be done without 
indulging in undue luxury, nor do they 
reqnire much expenditure. It should be 
remembered that beauty does not lie in 
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Ideas of divorce and birtb-control, the 
unpractical desire of equal rights In all 
matters, and the revolting craze for 
figuring as film-stars. 

Divorce and Birth-Control 
The very idea of divorce is bound 
to cut at the root of the pure love and 
devotion that subsists between husband 
and wife in a Hindu home. In a country 
where the traditional ideal of womanhood 
has been that she should think of no 
man other than her husband even in 
dream, where thousands of women 
eagerly sought death by leaping into 
burning pyres in order to save their 
honour and purity, where Sita considered 
it a shame and a stigma voluntarily to 
touch the person of Hanuman who was 
as good as a son to Her, even in face 
of the possibility of recovering freedom 
from the clutches of the terrible Ravanai 
where it was considered a gknioni act 
for a woman to burn her body, sitting 
©u the f an era 1 pyre of bet but band, in 
the very same country Ibe ladies, having 
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thrown away the seclusion oi the home 
do not hesitate to declare to-day in open- 
air public meetings that the idea of 
chastity was a superstition, a form of 
slavery to mao, and that they had a 
right to divorce their husbands and 
thus emancipate themselves from this 
slavery l 

Here is an incident which actually 
happened about eighty-six years ago. 
There is a place called Putia in the 
district of Rajshahi in Bengal. Rani 
Satatsundati was the wife of the 
Zemindar of the place, Jogendranarayan. 
Jogendranarayan suddenly died in the 
prime of bis life. The Rani was a wise 
and sensible girl. In her sixteenth year, 
when she got the control of her husband’s 
estate from the Court of Wards, she 
managed it with much tact and foresight. 
Attracted by good reports about bet 
many virtues, the wife of the then 
collector of Rajshahi, Mr. Wallace, 
came one day, to visit the Rani. Mrs 
Wallace was very much moved by the 


sight of the austere appearance of the 
Rani, so young, yet her bead tonsured, 
with a coarse piece of cloth on her person, 
and seated on a blanket like a member 
of a religious order. She could not 
restrain her emotion. Full of affection, 
she said — “Rani, you are still quite youag: 
why don’t you marry again ?” Saratsundari 
did not give any reply to the question, 
but her eyes began to shed profuse tears. 
Knowing that she had unknowingly hart 
the Rani's feelings, Mrs. Wallace felt 
much grieved and left the palace with 
many expressions of regret. The Rani 
was, however, much upset; she thought 
there could be no greater sin for a Hindu 
widow than to be told that she should 
remarry, and as an expiation she under- 
took a fast of several days during which 
she did not touch even a cup of water. 
What a great contrast with the mentality 
of modern women who have begun to 
declare with their own lips in packed 
public meetings of men that a woman 
possessed the right to divorce her husband 
and adopt another, if she so chose ! 
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Birth-control is part and parcel of 
tliis question. Granted that in a poor 
country like India excess of children 
becomes a source of trouble and suffering 
to parents, but that is a part of the 
divine scheme. The law of Karma is 
also a factor to be taken into consideration, 
it is not easy to ignore or evade it 
According to the ancient Hindu belief, 
births and deaths ate pre-ordained; but, 
if that is not accepted, the best method 
of birth-control is self-control. It is not 
our intention to show any disrespect to 
the generous motive of such famous 
advocates of birth-control through 
contraception as Mrs. Saenget; all the 
same, there is no doubt that according to 
the Hindu tradition and the teachings of 
Hindu religion and ethics, the method is 
not only harmful, but sinful. This arti- 
ficial method is bound to give an impetus 
to adultery and open licentiousness 
in society. In an article published 
recently, Mahatma Gandhi refer- 
ring to the method of contraception 
wrote — 



“For me the use of contraceptives 
b not far removed from the means to 
which persons have hitherto resorted 
for the gratification of their sexual 
desire with the results that very few 
know. I know what havoc secret vice 
has played among school boys and 
school girls. The introduction of 
contraceptives under the name of 
science and the imprimatur of known 
leaders of society has intensified the 
complication and made the task of 
reformers who work for purity of social 
life well-nigh impossible for the moment 
I betray no confidence when I inform the 
reader that there are unmarried girls of 
impressionable age studying in schoob 
and colleges who study birth-control 
literature and magaaines with avidity and 
even possess contraceptives. It is im- 
possible to cojine their use to married 
women. Marriage loses its sanctity when 
its purpose and highest use is conceived to 
be the satisfaction of the animal passion 
without contemplating the natural result # 
of such satisfaction." 



This shows how purity is being 
destroyed and substituted by vulgar 
sex-passion through this modern move- 
ment of birth-control through contra- 
ception, and bow our immature boys 
and girls who have come under its 
influence are mining themselves and 
their future. Similarly, it will be 
found the mge of sex is at the root 
of movements in favour of divorce, 
and equal rights and opportunities for 
women. 

Equality and Liberty 
It is being urged that men and 
women possess the right of equality, 
therefore no discrimination should be 
made against women in this respect. 
Men can freely move outside their home, 
can take to service, can visit places of 
recieation and enjoyment, can become 
members of councils, vakils, barristers, 
and judges. Why should women be 
deprived of these opportunities ? It is 
nothing but sheer selfishness which urges 
men to keep women in a state of perpetual 
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bondage by befooling them through false 
pretences. Women are being stirred up 
agiinst men, and some of our educated 
sisters have already begun to entertain 
embittered feelings against men. They 
ask — 'Why should we remain under the 
tutelage and protection of parents in 
our childhood, of the husband in our 
adolescence, and of the son in our old 
age ? Are we not human beings ? Do 
we not possess the same rights as men 7 
So subtle is the Lord’s Maya, such 
the intoxication of modern education, 
that they do not allow these sisters to 
realize that the question of equality or 
inequality of rights can arise only in 
respect of two separate entities. Our 
tradition teaches us to regard a married 
couple as one indivisible unit; they are 
each part of a whole; one is comple- 
mentary to the other. They are two 
separate manifestations of the same soul. 
Where is the need, then, for women to vie 
with men ? As regards physical in- 
dependence, has not the creator built 
the bodies of men and women on a plan 
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■which precludes their being equal in all 
respects? The woman is a queen within 
the walls of her home, and the Function 
of man here is to give her protection; 
be has to subsist on the food given by 
her. But outside the home she requires 
to be guided by man. The" body of a 
woman is so constituted that it is not 
possible for her to be entirely free. 
Man may move about in public streets 
without the barest covering on the body, 
the woman cannot do so. Even women 
of the savage Taces cover their breasts 
with a piece of cloth when they come 
out of their seclusion. In the West 
those who follow the cult of nudism 
may like to keep their bodies bare, 
but that is a different matter. Even 
in the West women do not move about 
exposing their bodies to the gaze of men. 
From the age of puberty, the feminine 
body begins to develop its peculiarities 
and differences from the male body. 
It requires protection during the menses; 
it has to conceive. It undergoes many 
and various changes when there is a 
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in the womb; there are several 
crises to be avoided and it requires 
external aid for its protection during: 
these critical days. All physical and 
mental labour and excitement have to be 
avoided. At the time of delivery the 
woman requires particular care and 
nursing’. She has to observe many 
special rules both during pregnancy and 
Confinement. She becomes a mother. 
God creates milk in her breasts through 
which she nourishes her child with 
deep motherly affection and care. Man 
has none of these duties to perform. 

We cannot control our anger when 
we hear of any case of abduction. 
No instance of kidnapping of unn is 
braid except perhaps in America. The 
feminine body possesses in a remarkable 
degTce the capacity of undergoing 
hardships, forbearance, bearing pain 
and suffering ami of rendering service, 
hence it is that a woman practises to 
much self-denial Man cannot approach 
her in all theae qualities. All the *rme 
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it is a fact that physically woman is 
incapable of protecting herself; whereas 
from the point of view of the heart, 
she is the support of her father, son 
or husband. She enjoys freedom so 
far as the exercise of the heart is 
concerned, but this freedom is not 
extended to the body. It i, through 
the application of her heart-force that 
a woman establishes her authority over 
her husband. She is an embodiment of 
love and .flection. That is the reason 
why even great men of the world, men 
possessing name, fame and worldly 
power find it .relief lo place themselves 
under the care of their wives after 
the completion of their day's labour. 
The secret of this power of woman does 
not lie in physical strength; it lies in 
her love-force, her heart-force, in the 
force she attains through power of 
service. If woman begins to fool down 
upon this incomparable wealth she 
possesses in her heart, and proeeeds to 
compete with man in the region of the 
body, both man and woman will equally 
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suflcr from the aberration. Woman will 
Fall from the high pedestal which she 
occupies to-day and will be left without 
support The more she will advance 
along this line, the more will she fall into 
the grip of man, and lose her freedom. 
Now she makes man dance to her tnne 
and obliges him to pay her homage: but 
under the new order oi things she will 
be compelled to dance to the tune of man. 
Man will be deprived of a loving friend 
whose soothing influence and support 
helps him to bear the trials and tribula- 
tions of liis daily existence. But what 
is to be done ? Modern education has 
vitiated the mentality of woman, she 
is clamouring for an equality of right 
with man and is developing a sort of 
hatred for him, she does not realize 
how her all-round interest may be 
safeguarded, and throwing aside her 
queenly position and queenly dignity 
has come out into the world to engage 
in open competition with man. That 
is why through the lure of the cinema 
and the theatre, of public meetings. 
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councils, law coutts and offices, she is 
preparing: to tall into the trap ot a 
base form of dependence- That is why 
she is preparing to renounce her motherly 
and sisterly qualities and adopt instead 
an ideal which will be terrible in its 
effect on society. Let it be remembered 
that the physical freedom that is denied 
to woman is not because she is a slave, 
and must be forcibly kept in a state 
of dependence. On the contrary her 
dignity and majesty lies in this 
dependence. It is only a queen that 
lives under a strong guard; similarly 
a woman requires to be placed under 
the control of man in order to protect 
her many womanly qualities as well as 
her beautiful body. This dependence, 
again is necessary, iu order to preserve her 
purity, chastity and the priceless ideal of 
motherhood- It is a special dispensation of 
God for the protection of her honour. 

Common Curriculum and Co-Education 
Another new craze is progressively 
taking bold of us, this is coeducation 



o! adult boys and girls. Under this 
fptcm the students of both the sexri 
attend the same cl am for their study. 
In the first instance, the present system 
of irreligious education itself w subver- 
sive of the Hindu ideal of womanhood; 
and on top of it when (frown-op boys 
and girls po to attend the same class, 
the evil U very much accentuated. 
Although the harmful consequences of 
coeducation arc so apparent, there is 
yet a general desire to proceed with 
the experiment For in the eyes of 
the advocates of coeducation instances 
that appear to us as leading to degrada- 
tion and fall appear as indications of 
progress and evolution. The ideals of 
the West have occupied such a high 
place in their hearts that it is but 
natural for them to try to advance 
those ideals in society and bring all 
people under their influence- But those 
who are not altogether obsessed with 
those ideals should consider their pros 
and cons and try to arrive at an 
impartial decision. 
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Let the question oi a common 
curriculum ot education be considered 
first. It must be generally admitted 
that the goal oi education is to draw out 
and develop the inherent faculties that 
lie hidden in man. If that is so, do 
man and woman possess the samelcind 
of power, the same kind of faculties? 

Is their field of activity in life the 
same ? Does woman actually require to 
receive in every particular the same 
form of instruction as man does ? If 
these questions are calmly considered 
the answer we get will be in the 
negative. Man and woman ate dissimilar 
in the very constitution o! their bodies, 
in their activities, and in the qualities 
of their heart. The curriculum of their 
education should therefore be prepared 
with this natural and inevitable disparity 
in view. This natural difference is 
ignored when attempts are made to 
treat woman as belonging to the same 
category as man. This absurd and 
impractical idea of equality has blinded 
our vision and prevents us from seeing 
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facts as they are- Even a slight 
consideration -will show that man and 
woman represent two different kinds of 
■Sakit and that their fields of activity 
are on that account separate Woman 
is the master of the home where her 
whole soul is centred, and man has to 
seek his field of conquest in the world 
outside* Why should woman unnecessari- 


* It is not the intention to suggest 
by this distinction between 'home' and 
'outside' that woman should always remain 
shnt up within the home and man should 
always remain outside A home is made 
by the combined efforts of both man and 
woman. When the husband goes out, he 
goes tbero in the interest of the homo: 
and the wife keeps indoors for the sake 
of that very 'home*. Similarly, on occasions 
the mistress of the home goes outside in 
the company of her husband or son for 
religious or social observances; that >* 
also in the interest of the borne, and not 
for free enjoyment. When the husband 
come* home, he comes to make it a 'home , 
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as an aberration, and teaches her to 
kill motherhood by lapses in morals is 
no education, but a parody of it It was 
reported in the papers some time ago that 
a fashionable girl of the West murdered 
her child because it cried owing to a 
bronchial cough which disturbed her 
sleep at night Another girl committed 
suicide in order to save herself the 
trouble of nursing her child. These are 
some instances to show how motherhood 
is killed. These instances are taken 
from the West whose ideal has become 
our pole-star and which is directly guiding 
us in our endeavours to spread mode ra 
education among our women. Instead of 
motherhood, we are teaching women how 
to wield the sword; but we do not realise 
that if the ideals of motherhood and 
chastity disappear, if women forget their 
own self-effacing nature, if they are no 
longer adorned with the qualities of a 
loving mother, sister or wife, it is their 
own child, husband, or they themselves 
that will be the victims of that sword. 
There is no harm in developing the 
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power ot woman to engage in a physical 
combat, but that mast be subordinate 
to her motherhood, so that that power 
may be applied against the enemy, and 
not against her own child or husband. 
Modern education tends to root out the 
sense ol motherhood irom the heart ol 
woman. This proves that it is both 
unpractical and harmlul to force the 
same curriculum ol education on hoys 
and girls- 

Let us now turn to the problem of 
co-education. Woman possesses some 
particular and inherent qualities ol her 
own which qualify her to bear in her 
womb great souls whose appearance on 
earth gives a turn to the course of 
human history. The ideal ol female 
education should be to develop those 
very qualities- Let us not forget that 
a force in which inheres the capacity of 
highest good can be a source of positive 
evil the extent of which may be as 
great as its capacity lor good, if it is 
applied in the wrong direction. WfiOJap 



is by nature adorned with the Idea 
traits o! character which make her sell 
effacing, enduring, simple at heart, and 
devoted to service; but when her 
character is lost, she is turned into a 
terrible creature. Co-education directly 
fosters licentious thoughts among boys 
and girls and opens the road to ruin 
for innocent girls. 

The bodies of man and woman are 
so constituted that they possess a 
natural attraction for each other, which 
makes it practically impossible f<* 
them to remain unaffected for any 
length of time if they continue to live 
close to each other. If great souls of 
yore like Jaimini, Saubhari and Parlfara 
who spent their life-time in the spiritual 
atmosphere of their hermitages, if wise 
men of the West like Newton and 
Milton, and many great and renowned 
spiritual aspirants of modern times failed 
to control sex through circumstances of 
association, it is nothing but delusion to 
expect grown-up boys and girls whose 
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Meal o! life is one of enjoyment, whose 
baser instincts are being constantly ■ 
roused by cinemas and novels, who 
live in hostels which are centres o{ all 
forms oi indulgence, to remain altogether 
unaffected by the impulses ol sex. And 
yet intellectuals are not wanting who 
advocate co-education on the ground 
that the system prevails in Europe. 
■Will it be unjust to call sucb opinion 
as an intellectual freak ? 

Some people cite instances from 
Sanskrit dramas to prove that co- 
education existed even in our ancient 
seminaries, but they should remember 
that it is nowhere stated in the ancient 
books that women or grown-up girls 
drawn from society attended the classes 
held by the I&is together with their 
disciples of the otbeT sex. It is true that 
the Brahmacharis used to live in the 
Gurukulas. where the daughters of their 
preceptors lived; but tbeir relation was 
one between brothers and sisters, and 
they had to live under very strict 



discipline. The whole atmosphere of 
these Gurukulas was one of discipline 
and restraint. There was no suggestion 
of enjoyment or luxury there, nor was 
there anything to help to rouse the 
sexual instinct In spite of this, occasional 
instances of lapse occurred as in the 
case of Kacha and DevayaaT. This goes 
to strengthen the case against co- 
education, rather than to weaken it. 

Gnema 

The cinema has become almost an 
integral part of modern civilization; and 
educated men and women who have 
imbibed that civilization are being 
naturally and irresistibly drawn towards 
this new object of attraction. It is true 
that picture exhibition is an art which 
if rightly produced by tried and unselfish 
persons may help society by combining 
pleasure with profit. But as it stands 
to-day, the possibility of evil through it 
Is greater than the possibility of service. 
Owing to the evil instincts inherited by 
man from birth to birth, his propensity 
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to evil Is naturally stronger and greater 
than the propensity to good. Some 
amount of sex appeal is to be found 
even where the plot is otherwise 
desirable and educative. Where there is 
arrangement for the female parts being 
played by male actors, there is not much 
objection; but where men and women 
mix together to produce a plot there 
is bound to be some danger of sexual 
complication even when the players are 
drawn from cultured families. The 
bodies of men and women are so con- 
stituted by Nature herself that they 
automatically attract each other. In 
youth this attraction becomes very acute 
and strong. It is, therefore, impossible 
at this stage to remain unmoved by 
sexual passion when closely thrown 
together with members of the opposite 
sex, and participating in the production 
of plots in which love-scenes form an 
essential factor. Even great souls who 
perform austerities and coerce their flesh 
have occasionally to yield to this attrac- 
tion when placed under adverse circum- 
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stances. What can be expected, then, of 
young actors and actresses who produce 
these films ? The danger of degradation 
will follow this industry even if it is 
purged of its present gross impurities; in 
its existing state it is an open tTap to 
bring about the downfall of all who go 
near it. Vulgar songs and jokes, vulgar 
dance of half-naked women, obscene and 
suggestive gestures of girls who miscall 
themselves maidens — all these directly 
open the gates of hell. 

The cinema has now become a 
regular industry and source of business. 
The aim of the organizers of this 
industry is to amass the largest amount 
of wealth within the shortest time 
possible. Captains of industry with huge 
capital have entered the field to obtain 
a good return from their investments. 
None of them possess any idea of 
developing the artistic taste of the 
people or raising their general level of 
culture. Their sole object is to gather 
a full house by show of pictures which 



may attract tbe crowd. They core little 
whether such shows vitiate the taste of 
the crowd and lower its moral tone. 
They have no thought of responsibility 
for tbe good of society. Their one 
thought is to make tbe venture a 
financial success. This thought of lucre 
inspires practically every one who has 
anything to do with this industry. 
That is how it becomes possible to turn 
out vulgaT films and make an exhibition 
of them. What is, however, most 
regrettable that girls of cultured families 
who have received the intoxication of 
modern education are throwing their 
traditional reserve and modesty to tbe 
winds, and have begun to consider it a 
glory and a pride, an indication of 
progress, to be able to figure in a film 
where they have promiscuously to mix 
with men. This is a clear sign of the 
degradation of society. Who knows 
whether they are doing this under some 
delusion, or through lure of money, 
decently covered up by a show of love 
for the theory of art for art's sake ? 



The experiences of a film actress appeared 
in the papers only a few days ago; the 
facts stated in that reminiscence clearly 
showed that it is very difficult for a 
woman joining the film industry as an 
actress to maintain her purity of 
character. The same should be under- 
stood to apply in the case of the male 
actors also. Even the organizers fall a 
victim to their evil association. It is 
Unlucky for society that the craze for 
cinema is daily increasing among the 
student population and making then* 
helpless victims of their own evil 
propensities. Visits to the cinema are 
often associated with visits to tbe 
drinking bar and prostitutes, which are 
ruining their lives. Last year some girU 
wbo have not been spoilt by modernism 
wrote to us that their educated husbands 
wanted forcibly to take them to the 
cinema and the club-house to show them 
obscene pictures and make them cat 
flesh and drink. In their distress and 
helplessness these girls sought oar advice 



as to how to resist this attempt on the 
part ol their husbands. 

Newspapers and magazines are 
helping a lot to spread the modern craze 
lor the cinema. Through the temptation 
<st income to he derived from advertise- 
ments these papers print many articles 
on the cinema industry, Bnd publish 
pictures o! actresses to lure the public. 

I appeal to the editots ol these journals 
to consider their responsibility, and 
humbly submit to them that it is their 
duty to help to stop this downward 
course ol society. The literature that 
excites sexual passion cannot be a 
beneficent literature. The art that kills 
the higher impulses and rouses the 
baser instincts ol man is like poison 
itself. It is the duty o! artists and 
litterateurs to place only pure and eleva- 
ting thoughts helore young boys and 
girls, and thus help them to rise to the 
full height ot their moral and spiritual 
stature. According to the educational 
system ol our ancient Gurukulas it was 



not permissible for the student to read 
any sex literature. The pTesent-day boys 
and girls also do not require any lesson 
on erotic subjects or subjects pertaining 
to sex. What they require is to know 
how to control the sexual passion. Is it 
too much for me to hope that our great 
writers who are creating literature will 
kindly bestow their serious thought on 
the problem, and not miss the intention 
of my humble submission ? To my 
mind it appears that cinema is a kind 
of poison which is sweet to the taste, 
but deadly in its effect Women should 
particularly guard themselves against its 
allurements. We, however, grieve to 
notice that they are rapidly falling a 
victim to its allurements. 

What kind of Education should we give ? 

Does all that has been stated before 
mean that boys should be given no 
education at all ? No, that is not our 
intention. They should certainly be given 
education, but the type of education 
should be such that it may develop 



tbeit kith, their religious beliefs, their 
regard lor right conduct, and their capacity 
for sacrifice and restraint. Let their 
education make them, true and representa- 
tive men who fear God and believe in 
the soul, who aTe embodiments oi 
courage, patience and love for their 
fellow-creatures. Subsidiary to this let 
them obtain knowledge of other neces- 
sary things of the world. It would have 
been desirable if education could have 
been made less expensive, but under 
present circumstances such a possibility 
seems to be a far cry. It is very 
necessary that educationists devote their 
attention to these problems, and spate 
some time to devise constructive reforms 
along these lines. 

With Tegard to the education of 
girls it appears best, in my humble 
opinion, to give up the fondness for 
Western education. Let them receive 
their education from parents at home 
or limn their husbands alter their 
marriage. Home is the proper university 
lor girls. It should not be forgotten 



that the acquirement of knowledge of a 
foreign tongue or of university degrees 
for such knowledge has no particular 
value for a girl of our society. Know* 
ledge of a foreign language does not 
invest a woman with wisdom, nor does 
it bring any extraordinary quality to 
her. Could this knowledge be derived 
without bringing other undesirable 
complications, there might be some 
reason to extend it a welcome. But to 
obtain it at the expense of our well- 
tried traditions is a terrible loss, indeed. 
What particular profit can our sisters 
and daughters derive from an education 
which could render no good to our 
boys? In my humble opinion the many 
new social experiments tbat are being 
introduced among women as the result 
of this education have brought much 
moral and spiritual degradation among 
them as well as to society, and 
that such a state can never be desirable 
for society. This does not, however, 
mean that the door to literary educa- 
tion sbould be altogether closed against 
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women. Draupadi possessed great wisdom, 
she had the capacity to conduct the 
affairs of the state, and actually helped 
the Pap<Javas with her advice during 
the great Kaurava war, but she was 
also at the same time an ideal mistress 
of the borne. Ahalyabai, who ruled a 
state, was likewise adorned with great 
wisdom and spirituality. Let our present- 
day women similarly cultivate wisdom, 
keeping intact the ideal oi developing 
their quality as the ideal lady of the 
home. Their education should be con- 
ducted for furthering this goal. Till a 
system of education is formulated for 
the promotion of this goal, the best 
interest of society will be served by 
keeping women outside the influence of 
the present useless and harmful higher 
education imparted by the universities. 
It appears to us that it is better far 
them to remain uneducated and 
unlettered than to be deprived, through 
the corroding infiuence oi modern educa- 
tion, of their inherent qualities of 
motherliness, purity, humility and the inner 



beauty of their soul. There is need for 
an education that promotes and develops 
the higher qualities, and that which 
destroys them is harmful. Wisdom there- 
fore lies in giving up the growing 
attraction for spreading modern educa- 
tion which presages nothing but evil 
and degradation to society. 

A Few Humble Suggestions 
An attempt has been made in the 
foregoing pages to bring out only the 
salient evils of modern education. There 
are, however, many other harmful results 
of this education which have not yet 
been touched. For instance, it is modem 
education that has brought to the fore 
and made acute the differences and 
misunderstandings among the various 
interests of society. It has no doubt 
fostered the spirit of so-called nationalism 
which aims at removal of legitimate 
restrictions of tradition for regulating 
interdining and intermarriage. But it 
has dried up the sentiments of love 
and fellow-feeling. It is promoting a 
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the influence of this education it k t 

the one hand urged that m a- . 
**» of caste 

on the other the country i s being flooded 
by communa 1 organizations and confer- 
ences and an exceptional anxietv k • 

•Wo by ,o maiotaioX “ 

communal existences. The “ P “.*" 
of au all-India unity is , ’ i” 

there is no unity of In!, . y when 
Hindus and HWus, 

Muslims. Among the ims an d 

been new divjL* rl “ there h *ve 
J*i«s, Sikhs, Arya '*■' 

and signs of additional £ Brahmoa 
growing. Many small comnf — CS are 
their suboSnaJ TT” and 
started organizations to forward Jh^ 
own communal interests I* their 
Sabha, the Agarawal P aTT 1 Agaraw al 
Agrarawal Y„ vala ,h ' 

™ M. Panchayat, tbe ^££5 
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Mahasabba, — these and many others of 
this type are instances in point. The 
Vaiiya community was originally 
organized under one Vaiiya Sabba, bat 
now there are so many organizations 
of the branches and sab-branches of 
this community. What is more, modern 
education has set wife against husband, 
and hnsband against wife by emphasiz- 
ing the diversity of their interests. 
What a great fall from our ideal which 
taught roan the identity of his interests 
with those of the world at large through 
snch short and pithy maxims as 
n'TO*' and ‘*wrn, We loudly 

proclaim the necessity of removal of 
social distinctions and differences, 
although we ourselves are victims of 
such destructive separateness tfnt the 
satisfaction of petty individual self- 
interest has become the highest goaf 
of our life. All thoughtful people know 

* To look opoo people of the whole 
worll m oai't kiniaen.' To look upon 
the whole creation u one'# own *e.U ' 



~^^:;;rt th s:r d r 

learning „in ^ ivs ti . 1 PU’on, of 

seriousness of the oroM ^ t0 tlje 
“* leads Uetet'g a ” d ■"*' 

Pnate scheme of reform ,? u PPr °' 
opinion much of the evil o“ the 
system of education can be i ? * 
and the true ide-,1 „ f , ™ ellrain ated, 

realised, » ' o" el 1""“°" “» 1* 

*° ' t ' a„ g gid°” i ‘ EiVen 

l<tasing T “whe^tni’e ' “s.Vnifa 
underlying id eas ‘Kmficance and 

and civilization. These* Culture 

appropriate seleetions fro~°” a "° tain 
>e»ts, and noble ”„ d "™ ° U E *»ahit 

““ '“"^“^^e'nbnrTS 
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its own heroes, and its language and 
literature is doomed to extinction. 
Modern education has introduced among 
us this germ of destruction in such an 
insidious form that we are being deluded 
to regard our degradation as a sign of 
progress. It is through the influence of 
this education that we have lost rever- 
ence for our ancient heritage, and have 
developed in its place love and respect 
for Western civilization, for Western 
heroes, and for the literature of the 
West It is not our intention to 
discourage appreciation of even the good 
points of other cultures. What we 
contend is that this appreciation should 
not be allowed to bring any demoralisa- 
tion to our soul. It is this demoralisa- 
tion that does not allow us to see the 
wealth lying at our feet; it prompts us 
to look at our culture with an eye of 
indifference, and even of contempt, 
although we grow enthusiastic in its 
praise if by chance any aspect of it 
receives some appreciation from a 
Western thinker. 



2. Text-books should contain lessons- 
intended to strengthen the faith of boys 
in God and religion. A universally 
respected book like the Git 3 should 
form a part of the higher curriculum 
of studies. 

3. There should be lessons in the 

text-books intended to promote right 
conduct and develop the higher or 
divine instincts ol the boys. 

This may be done through illustrations 
from the lives of men who have been 
great through the cultivation of such 
conduct and such instincts. 

A. Particular emphasis should be 
laid on the development of the follow- 
ing sixteen qualities: — 

( 1 ) Devotion to God; ( 2 ) Devotion 
to parents ; ( 3 ) Respect for the ancient 
scriptures, and love of country ; { 4 ) 
Truth; (5) Love; (6) Brahraacharya; 
{ 1 i Non-injury to creatures ( Ahimsa ); 
( 8 ) Fearlessness; {9) Charity (10) 
Straightforwardness;{U) To regard others' 
wives with the same respect as is shown 



to ones mother and sisters; ( 12 ) Not 
to participate in slandering others; 
( 13 ) Not to show disrespect to any 
religion, or to any religious teacher; 
( M ) Not to practise deceit, double- 
dealing and dishonesty for earning 
livelihood; ( 15 ) Respect for earning 
through honest physical labour; and 
( to ) Fellow-feeling. 

There should be a common prayer 
every day before the school or college 
starts in which the teachers should 
participate with the bovs. The form of 
tbe praver should be such that boys 
belonging to all sects or communities 
may join it without any objection 

5. flirthdayt of Avatlras and saint* 
should be celebrated with great eclat 
Opportunity should be taken on those 
occasion to enlighten the boys on the 
lives and teachings of Avatlras and saint*. 

*. Hors should be enlightened on 
the great benefit that may be derived 
from p^nrr in fowl and drink and 
observance vf seJf-controL 



7. Text-books should not contain 
any erotic references; if they form part 
of any poem or drama, portions contain- 
ing such references should be expunged. 

I have been told that some 
professors find it impossible to teach 
such passages in modern text-books, 
and even compel the girl students to 
absent themselves from their period 
so long as they dwell on such passages. 

8- No text-book should contain any 
lesson that may promote sectarian or 
communal misunderstanding. 

9. There should be lessons in the 
text-books to show the evil effects of 
luxury and extravagance. Attempt should 
be made to keep the life of students 
pute and simple. 

10. Instructions should be imparted 
os far as possible through the mother 
tongue. 

11. Selection of professors and 
superintendents of hostels should be 
made from people possessing pure 



character, who are God-fearing, spiritually- 
minded, who hate extravagance and 
luxury, and are economical in their 
habits. 

( It should be remembered that 
professors and superintendents exercise 
the greatest influence on the life of 
Students. ) 

12. There should be some arrange- 
ment for the manual training of boys 
so that when they leave their schools 
and colleges they may not look down 
upon any kind of manual labour, but 
may take pride in it 

13. The regulations of school and 
college hostels should insist on simple 
and disciplined life. The students should 
do their work with their own hands 
as far as possible, so that when they 
leave the portals of their college or 
university they may not consider such 
work as derogatory to themselves. The 
habits of cleanliness in body and mind 
should be inculcated. The body should 
be kept clean according to the indigenous 
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method. There should be arrangement 
for holding of Kathas daring off-days. 

14. Educational institutions should 
be established amidst surroundings of 
natural beauty, particularly on the bants 
of rivers they should be devoid of all 
expensive paraphernalia or furniture of 
foreign make of fashion. 

IS- Respect for parents should he 
inculcated so that it might be considered 
a duty to serve them. Roys should be 
taught never to show any disrespect 
to anybody; the habit of ridiculing others 
should be discouraged and controlled. 

16. Coeducation of boys and girls 
should in no case be encouraged. 

17. Only married lady teachers of 
proved character should be appointed 
for the teaching of girls. The curriculum 
of study for girls should be different from 
the curriculum for boys, and their class 
periods should be fixed according to 
the household convenience of their 
guardians and parents. 
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18. The education of girls should 
primarily aim at developing to their 
full height their qualities of chastity 
and motherliness, and their capacity as 
ideal mistress of the home. 

19. Text-books should contain lessons 
to promote respect for the ancient 
traditions of right conduct, service, purity 
of food and dealings. 

20. The Sattwic forms of renuncia- 
tion, endurance and charity should be 
taught and inculcated. 

21. Acqubition of physical strength 
and its proper nse should be taught. 

Conclusion 

It it undoubtedly an offence to see 
only the dark side of a question. Although 
are are distinctly guilty of it in the 
present case, we have been compelled 
to do it under an overwhelming aense 
of duty. Our humble apologies are offered 
to those friends whose feelings we n*f 
have unwittingly hurt, or who m*f 
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consider us to bave gone beyond our 
province to discuss a subject without 
possessing the proper qualification. It 
is Cat from our intention to tat indiscri- 
minately with the same brush all men 
and women who have received Western 
education. We are aware that there 
are many great souls, who are the salt 
of tbe earth, and who though much 
advanced in Western learning, lead ideal 
spiritual lives. We also know of some 
mothers and sisters who in spite of 
their having been educated on Western 
lines have held fast to the Hindu ideal 
of chastity and are gTeatly devoted to 
God, religion and tbe Hindu tradition 
of purity of conduct. The range of 
acquaintance of an individual must be 
by its nature limited. It is, therefore, 
very probable that there are Other 
educated brothers and sisters whom we 
do not know but whose purity of heart 
and conduct will compel us to pay 
them our homage- Nevertheless, it is 
our conviction that most of these souls 
are men of an advanced age who had 
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the good fortune of being brought up 
by their parents amidst surroundings 
which were congenial to the develop- 
ment of the spiritual side of their 
nature. That the number of such souls 
is dwindling among the present generation 
of students of both the sexes is admitted 
by all t and can be proved even by 
direct evidence of facts. 

We are aware that our great educa- 
tionists and thinkers are engaged in 
maturing even better plans than what 
have been suggested in these pages, 
and are trying to give effect to them 
through many and varied experiments. 
We also realize that it is easy to criticize, 
but very difficult to tackle a situation 
against the current of popular feeling. 
All the same we take the liberty of 
placing our humble suggestions before 
specialists and men in authority with 
the hope and trust that they will receive 
some consideration at their hands. 



Appendix 1. 

EXTRACTS FROM CONVOCATION 
ADDRESSES. 

The following are a lew extracts 
taken at random from recent Convocation 
Addresses delivered by some ol ear most 
distinguished educationists and public 
men pointing to the defects of the present 
system ot education In India. 

1. StrC.V. Raman: AUohakai Vntvtnity 
Convocation MJrctt, 19H. 

"India to-day is passing through a time 
ol change, a time In which the old Is 
passing away, not slowly hut almost with 
expletive rapidity, and I sometimes think 
that the 1 unction of the universities in 
India is Cot to accelerate change but to act 
a* brakes cm the too rapid evolution of the 
national spirit. I am not sure that you 
wilt appreciate such a sentiment You. 
young men to-day, stand tor change. You 
are not no-changers, you are progressives. 
Some ol ui who are getting old may 



ft 

perhaps bo not Inclined to more unite to 
qnlckly as yon.” 

••Yon are all aware that to-day India 
stands on the brink of a precipice which 
lead* rapidly sliding dawn to the obno* 
of separatism, of disruption, of communal* 
ism. of religions and political conflict*. 
It seems to me it Is the function of the 
universities tn India to-day to introduce 
saner counsel*, to try and make ns realise 
that in the advance of knowledge, in the 
promotion of culture, we have forces that 
can remove these causes of disruption, 
that can make us realize that we are all 
to-dty the lnhsrltors of a great civilisa- 
tion and transmitters of a great culture 
Those who have eyes to see, those who 
have ears to hear, realise that the univer- 
sities tn India to-day ars the one force 
which stands between chaoe anil orderly 
fetnre " 

J St ft) Sj/tm /’•>«*•* 

C«#i«a/ioe AJJrtf. 
iiw-W MH. 

“I cannot reconcile my eel t to loll* 
becoming a nation of learned befgtre I* 

I* all *«ry well for successful lawyer 
politicians. who, when they have aolh iaf 
•la# to do, lake up a took from their 



Bhelvea to beguile their time . .. 
culture, and eo also learnt *? talk of 
the universities who at times * & * 
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'“■I their b7 

circumstanced than they ar 060 be ‘tar 
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which cannot be satisfied: in the humble 
and undeveloped surroundings of village 

life — JTkis being the position — and l hope 1 

have not placed before you an overdrawn picturt — 
it is for those who are responsible for our educa- 
tional system to revise their ideas. The problem 
has been engaging the attention not merely 
of government of India during the last few 
years, it is causing anxiety and concern 
to nearly every government in Europe." 

"'When I think of universities as they 
are at present I do not think of the 
limited number of good men they produce 
but of the very large number of, I shall 
not say second class, but third class men 
with very indifferent intellectual equip- 
ment, with scarcely developed cultural 
tastes and with no clear ideas about 
many things." 

3. H II. The Nawab of Bhopal : Allahabad 
University Convocation Address. 

December, 1933. 

••The majority of our educated young 
men to-day are apt to know more about 
the cromlechs found in England than about 
the stupas found in their own country ; 
more about Chaucer and Tennyson than 
about Halidas and Ghallb; and strangest 
Of alb more about the English language 
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Thai I hold that out universities Bar* 
not only to develop the Intellect of their 
pupils. bnt also to do whatever It possible 
to form their character. Too often have 
we seen how dangerous to society an 
intellect uncontrolled by high moral 
principles can be." 

4. Sri Sjhtbjl I'.ahara j ( new Sir ) ArtanJ 
Swamp, Agra Univtriilj Convocation 

AJJrttt. Nortmbtr, MU. 

*■ Worldliness — not bet ter- worldliness-- 
has taken the place of unworldlineas, and 
religion and theology are not allowed 
even to cross the threshold of universities.” 

••Yon must control the lower appetf- 
tee of man and satisfy his higher cravings 
with the help of religion." 

■•In the long ago, all seats of learning 
were essentially religions institutions and 
the study of religion and religious literature 
was the be-all and end-all of education, for 
in those days religion comprehended all 
the requirements of human Ilfe. , ‘ 

•■It will be seen that love of gold and 
other earthly possessions, over-production 
and cut-throat competition, jealousy and 
distrust, the products of the passion of 



greed, ate the real cause of all oar treat- 
ies and also ot an employment in every 
country, and clearly, therefore! the remedy 
lies in the eradication ot this evil trota 
human character rather than In anything" 
else.” 

*'l spoke about the necessity ol turn- 
ing the acquisitive Impulse ot the people 
to the direction ot Troth. Now, this- 
acquisitive impulse ot man, when directed 
towards the objects ot the world, ia 
known ns ‘greed’ in the simple language 
ot religion. 1 am definitely of the opinion 
that this vice in hnman character is the 
root cause ot most ot cor present-day 
troubles and confnsloB and that the un- 
employment problem tn the world la but 
an offshoot ot it " 

"It Is an open secret that every man 
and woman ot to-day teels a burning- 
desire lor aoquiring eioessivo wealth, for 
rising to the highest position and far 
possessing all the comforts ot life, and it 
is also common knowledge that under- 
neath the onter glitter and vlvaoity at 
present-day life, there i* raging a marked 
nervous discontent ot the soul. Ae a con- 
sequence, we find to our distress that the 
struggle tor life is becoming more and 
more desperate from day to day, and 
rancour and strife, the enemies of peace 
and happiness, hold sway over the hearts 



Appendix II. 

OPINIONS ON 

“OUR PRESENT-DAY EDUCATION.” 

Many letters were received from 
■distinguished pertone appreciating the 
ideas Bet forth in the booklet on "Onr 
rresent-day Education 1 • when it originally 
appeared In Hindi. English translation of 
-a selection of which is given below: — 
f. UJhamakopoJJiyaya Dr. G**tanoik 
Jka. U. A., LL. D.. D. lit. 

“I have received o copy of "Present-day 
Education’ 1 . Truth to tell, I have become 
practically hopeless in this matter. When 
put to the teet the opinion of our friends 
doeo not avail ue. They will express a 
desire to cot off all connection with 
"Wettern culture, but all the same conti- 
nue to imitate the Western mode of living. 
In the course of private discussion thsy 
will show their agreement on the evils of 
•co-education, godless education, and Other 
allied subjects, but in public they will 
declare Just the opposite view for fear of 
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“which were of the same nature as this* 
It is a matter for deep concern that this 
aacred land of ArySvsrta should be bo 
coon transformed into a land where the 
terrible demon of sin has undisputed sway. 
May the All-mercifol Lord save India 
from this poisonous education— is my 
heart-felt prayer to that pure embodiment 
of Knowledge and Wisdom ! I hays 
opposed the spread of this education from 
time to time and shall continue to do so 
in fnture.” 

3. Goswomi Garush Daitji, General Secretary, 
Sanatoria Dharma PratmUhi 
Sabha, Punjab. 

“Yonr letter and the booklet on 
••Present-day Education” were received 
by me in time. The views published by 
yon in the booklet have been truly and 
properly expressed. Under the influence 
of this education the present generation 
of yonng men are proceeding along a 
downward course. They have lost faith 
in God and in the discipline of Brahina- 
charya. In order to stem the tide of this 
demoralization, the suggestions made by 
you in the section "What sort of Educa- 
tion should we give" have been very 
appropriate and useful I whole-heartedly 
agree with all that you have written in 



the "booklet an a shall try my very best 
to propagato these ideas. I have every 
hope that the publication will help the 
present generation ot yonng men to build 
up their character." 

4. Snyut llaranchanJra Bhattacharfrt. 

“I have received a copy ot "Present- 
day Education" and have read it from 
beginning to end with great attention I 
have toll agreement with yon on all the 
points raised for discussion in the booklet. 
Ton will render a service to society if 
the booklet is translated into the other 
Indian vernaculars and the ideas are 
broadcast throughout the country. 

"Our culture came down to us in a 
dilapidated condition under the pressure of 
many adverse historical and other cir- 
cumstances. It has now been thoroughly 
superseded by Western culture., which has 
been and is being spread by modern 
education The aversion created by this 
education against ancient modes of life 
and thought and the ideal of female 
chastity forebodes the destruction of 
ancient Indian culture and civilization if 
the situation is not remedied in time 

“This education has not only affected 
the lives of those who have received it, 



but hat created through even dJ rtant 
Association a revolution of outlook among 
those who bar# not directly received 
ench education. In ehort. It has vitiated 
the atmosphere of the country. I, there- 
fore ( send yon my thanks and blessings 
foryonr Admirable effort” 

J. Sriyul PitambarJutt 

J1-I..D, Utt. 

“Your kind letter and the booklet on 
“Present-day Education” were received 
by roe. Many thanks for the same Y oar 
effort for the revival of onr ancient 
culture le very admirable. The evils of 
modern education are not a hidden secret 
to anybody, yet society is pursuing the 
mirage like a body of misguided trav- 
ellers in the desert. The booklet, I hope, 
vrill help to shake the delusion. I pray 
for the success of yonr endeavour.” 

6. Sriyul B. P. lluhra, HI. A., LL. D-, 

Devan, Raigarh State. 

"Please acoept many thanks for your 
letter and for the booklet on “Present- 
day Education. ’ ' X had read the article 
with great reliBh when it originally 
appeared in the Kalfatt. I agree with and 
appreciate the opinions put forward by 
yon. The more these ideas are propagated 
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the belter n t* lor society I have been 
trying to work on thcee lines through 
the educational board of the central 
province*. I shall now do my beat to 
work ont these ideas.” 

7. Sri jut Hah^shJult Bjjptyi, SuptrintfnJtnl 
of Pasty, Cowi port 

•‘Very many thank* tor yonr letter and 
the booklet on “Present-day Ednoation.” 
X hava read the booklet with the amount 
of attention it deserves. The evils of 
modem education enumerated by yon ore 
true to the letter; may be, they are even 
more than you could describe, never less. 
But the problem Is how to get rid of them. 
When I consider this aapeot of the matter, 
X feel almost helpless. Leaving aside the 
problem of college and university educa- 
tion, the condition of Bociety will grow 
’"WM trora day to day 11 im mediate 
steps are not taken to change the course 
of primary ednoation. In my opinion 
the brains of little children are more 
or leas like liquid metal yon can give 
them the shape yon like according to the 
choice of yonr mould. Lessons like “God 
la our only support during adversity ”, 
"Honour thy father and mother”, “Show 
respect to your teacher and other elders” 
have now been substituted in the text- 



Xiv 

toofcfl by stories of the crow and the 
kite; how under such circumstances can we 
expect these children to grow in spiritual 
stature P The question is, how can this 
state of things be remedied P Will the 
Government join us in this attempt at 
reform P Please consider this praotloal 
side of the question. Is it sufficient to 
state that children should not be placed 
under the influence of modern education, 
while the fact is that even if girls do 
not receive this education their parents 
are placed in a difficult position P Curing 
marriage-negotiations the first enquiry 
that is made from the bridegroom's side 
is about the standard of education of tho 
girl. How can this mentality be changed P" 

8. Prof. Jivamhanitr Yajiuk, II, <4-, 

Btnarts IhnJu UtttvtrtUj. 

*•1 have thoroughly read your pamphlet 
on Education. There is hardly any point 
on which my opinion differs from yours. 
The irony is that I have to sapport thl* 
vitiated system a* my livelihood depends 
On it. My thought-currents, however, run 
in the tame direction as yours. 

■‘Both the booklets on "Social Reform" 
and "Education" should be widely circu- 
lated t shall try to propagate these views 
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in the Hindu University. Bat the task 
1 b a thankless one and may bring ns 
nothing but rldicole. Who will hear ns 
amidst the present contusion of Ideas P 
All have lost tbelr foothold and are 
swimming along the current in the name 
cl Individual lreedom which has already 
proved to be so thoroughly destructive," 

9. Srtjut h'ripa N araytn Pat hah, Curutul, 
Bnrulabam 

"The problem of education 1b no new 
problem In India, about 40 years ago the 
front rank leaders of Indian opinion 
thoroughly recognised the evils of the 
present system of education On occasions 
they even drew the attention of the public 
towards these evils The Aryasamaja 
particularly offered an organised opposi- 
tion to the spread of this education by 
starting new educational institutions like 
Gnrukulas where serious attempts were 
made to avoid the evils of modern 
education and a new and appropriate 
system was evolved on the basis of the 
old. where emphasis was laid on Brahma- 
charya as the basis and source of strength 
of Ufa, simplicity of life was enforced, 
education was conducted through Sanskrit 
and the mother tongue, expenses of edn- 



cation were brought down to make it 
popular, the old-forgotten relation between 
the teacher and the taught was re-intro- 
duced in a new form and touch with 
Nature was established. Bnt all this no - 
withstanding, the Gurukulas are 
popular institutions yet. It will 
Sake to Imagine «■“ lh ’ ' 
the Guruknla. •» doe to ‘heir being 
sectarian ln.tltntron.. The real ” 

lack of Government patronage, 
and their guardian. reallne that a If 
of a Gnrnkala will not open for tM» 
the portalB of Government service, 
such education is useless to them. 

..So this was the test where tbs Guro- 

kulas failed in the eye of the pnhUo 
will continue to fall m future. 

..The evil, of modern ^ 

college education to which ,00 
attention la the pre.ent pa»»l.“* 
natural and inevitable evil.. F 
object of tbl. Ey.tem of •*•“““ 
that— "we mart do onrhe.t to for 
who may be Interpreter, between 
the million, whom w. govern ; • 

in lasli, opinion, words and ( „ith 

Macaulay. 1835 ). This was done 
open eyes and the result tnrne 
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be •what the initiators of the new educa- 
tional policy expected 'We created a 
separate caste of English scholars, who 

had bo longer any sympathy or had very little 
iym/i athy with thttr countrymen', said H. H. 

Wilson, before the Select Committee of 
the British Parliament in 1863. 

“’When the object and goal of modern 
education was so openly declared by those 
who controlled the policy of that educa- 
tion what is the value of our raising 
objection P We were fools not to under- 
stand the implication ol their clear word*, 
and are now uselessly blaming them for 
carrying out what they actually intended I 
'•Your arguments against the spread of 
■this education ore very admirable. 1 am pre- 
pared to co-operate with you In every respect 
for opposing this education. But I have 
one great doubt. In the present state ot 
political subordination It appears to me 
"very difficult, if not absolutely impossible, 
to succeed in any attempt at reform con- 
ducive to the true welfare of India.” 

10. Salutyacharya PanJit llathuranath Sastn 
Kaviratna, Prof tt tor, Maharaja' t 
San* Ini College i Jai/nr. 

“The baneful effect of modern educa- 
tion, which has in the name of progreis 
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totally non -co-operated with ancient ethics 
and religion, Is becoming clearer with the 
advance made by this education in society. 
It is not that this harm Is noticed only 
by those who view the question from the 
religions standpoint ; bnt even thoughtful 
persons who support this education, when 
they sit to consider its pros and eons im- 
partially, have to express their concurrence 
with some of the points against it. Many 
Of the convocation speeches of the univer- 
sities contain open criticism of this system 
of edneation. 

"Even the parents of boys, who with- 
out any suspicion sent their children to 
receive education in modem schools and 
colleges, have begun to rue the conse- 
quences of that education. It is at their 
request that the writer of the present 
booklet has had to enter on a discussion 
of the aubjeot. While showing ths true 
goal of education, he has drawn a vivid 
life-like pictnre of the present mental 
condition of our educated boys and girls. 
He has shown from practical experience 
the harmful results of co-edaoatlon, the 
craze for the cinema and other modern 
inventions. His criticisms have not been 
merely destmotive, but he has given many 
concrete suggestions of reform. What Is 
of greater Importance is that hie language 
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has bean Tory restrained and to tbs point, 
there it bo tjcdoo emphasis on any irrele- 
vent matter. HU treatment Of the tobject 
will cause no p&tn erea to those who are 
moit uptodate In their outlook and line 
of thought. In thort, the booklet contains 
s very good solution of the problems 
created by the present system of edncation, 
problems which appear as nothing bat 
destructive to those who possess any love 
tor Indian culture. 

"X bad read the article with great 
interest when it originally appeared in 
the 'Kalyan', and I have no hesitation in 
saying that I totaily agree with all the 
arguments of the writer. They will receive 
the approval of all cultured people who 
are interested In leading a spiritual life 
All educationists should carefully read 
and utilize the suggestions made In the 
booklet. Having some relation with the 
education department I tried in my hnm- 
ble capacity to express views similar to 
those of the present writer and shall 
again to do so In future whenever any 
opportunity presente itself.*’ 

If. Sriyut UJaja thankar Bhatt , Lahore. 

'T have received a copy of your 
publication entitled *‘Our Present-day 
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Education". I do not know bow far it 
will help to combat such evils as sexual 
immorality, want of propriety, on truth, 
deceit, jealousy or petty greed which are 
playing havoc throughout India. To me 
it appears that the poisonous effect of 
Western education is killing us by inches. 
The daily sight of licentiousness on all 
sides shows as if Kaliynga has reached the 
height of its influence. Cod alone knows 
where this overwhelming current of beast- 
liness is leading ub to. Can there be 
any clearer indication of our downfall 
and degradation P The actual state of 
things in the Punjab is more terrible and 
pitiable than the picture drawn by you 
in the booklet. The educated girls have 
generally batches of male friends with 
whom they consider it a pride to go for 
outing when all sorts of freedom is permitted. 

It is on account of this vicious atmosphere 
that ten years ago I took my daughter out Of 
her sohool and arranged for her education 
at home. People cntisised me for what 
according to them was a reactionary action. 
They said I had been spoiling the life 
of my daughter. But I had no other 
course before me. I am glad that you 
recognize that the life of indulgence of 
these children who are the delight of 
their parents is marring and has to a 
large extent marred the purity of onr 



tradition. Wo are engaged In the Im- 
possible attempt to mafce the momentary- 
pleasure of the senses a permanent, 
imperishable pleasure. India is mad after 
this attempt, If your article succeeds In 
drawing public attention to this aspect 
of the matter, I shall regard it a great 
instrument for the revival of our ancient 
civilization and culture.’ • 

12. Srifut Bidhuhhusaa Datta, Editor, 

" Bharat er Sadhana", Calcutta. 

“I have perused with great Interest 
the pamphlet on “Present-day Education" 
received to-day. Some of the toplos 
discussed in the publication have been very 

interesting — 

“The education that is in vogue In 
this country is not real education-even 
its goal la not educational. This should 
be properly realized; and the situation 
can be saved if we renounce this educa- 
tion and replace it by a system that will 
be more in tune with the genius of the 
■oil and needs of the people. Until this 
is dose all propaganda for the spread 
of religion or religions literature will be 
futile. I have no doubt that you have 
realized this through experience 
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At (tacToneh ol the Philosopher’s 
Stone. 

( A Drama in Five Acts ) 

The above is a translation of the celebrate 
Bengali drama “Rupa-Sanatana" by late Gins 
Chandra Ghosli, depicting the transformatio 
ol We of the two celebrated Vai«»ava Achlry: 
of Bengal of the same name, who adopted tt 
beggar’s bowl, renonneing the princely positio 
ol ministers to the then King of Bengal at tl 
call of their celebrated Master, fist Chateau; 
Mahsprabhu. 

The drama breathes the spirit of religia 
and high devotional ecstasy which reached 
high state of manifestation in Bengal under tl 
magnetic influence of that unique Master in tl 
path of Devotion, $rl Cbaitanya MahSprabh 
who brought about the re\ival of the Hhal 
movement in Bengal in the sixteenth century. 

It is a valuable illustrated publicatic 
which will undoubtedly help to develop ai 
strengthen the devotional side of human natui 

Sire crown octavo, pp. 292 . 

Five tri<oloured illustrations. 

Price Nine Annas onl 
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Way (o God-Realization. 

By Hanumanprasad Poddar. 

A handbook containing useful and pfactic 
hints for regulation of spiritual life based on tl 
experiences of several tried travellers in the pal 
ofGod-Realization. It discusses subjects lilcetl 
‘highest goal of human existence', ‘dispassio: 
how to practise it’, 'how to negate existence i 
worldly objects’, ‘spiritual advance impcssib! 
without Vairagya’, 'renunciation— true an 
false’, 'cultivation of divine virtues', 'stumblini 
blocks on the path of_ God-Realization’, ‘factoi 
contributory to spiritual gTowth’, ‘submissio 
to God’ and finally ’Self-surrender’. All seekei 
of spiritual trutb,— beginners as well as adepts- 
will derive profit and strength from a study t 
this valuable guide to spiritual life. 

Price four Annas onl; 


The Divine Message. 

By Hanumanprasad Poddar. 

It contains an exposition on seven eas; 
rules which constitute a complete course o 
spiritual discipline suited to the present agi 
which may be adopted by spiritual aspirant 
irrespective of differences of race, religion o 
nationality. Believers in God will find in tbi 
message a message of hope. The rules suggested 
are of a general character and may be easili 
adopted lor practice by all who believe in God 
and are anxious to build up their spiritual lift 
on a solid and secure foundation. 

Price 9 pies only 


The Story of Mira Bai. 

By Syt. Bankey Behaii, B. Sc., LL B. ( Advocat 
Allahabad High Court. ) 

Mira’s life is a life of supreme devotion an 
dedication. With the Lord alone she recognize 
a relationship, and in Him alone she found 
friend. She gave herself up completely to Hit 
She stands unique in love and loyalty to 6 
Bhagavan. Born a princess, she turned out 1 
be a beggar, a wanderer in the streets < 
Erindaban in quest of her Lord. She lived i 
the Lord and died in Him— entered in Hi 
in her last moments at Dwaraka. Thus tl 
story of Mira Bai is a story of love at 
surrender, intensest passion and hunger of tl 
soul for her Divine Mate, and the life that Mi 
lived was a life of Eternal Union. 

The book contains about half a doz< 
charming pictures bearing on the life and lo 1 
of Mira Bai, representing both the Oriental ai 
English schools of painting as well as silhouet 
of Syt Kami Desai. This treatise, print 
on thick 40 lb. tinted antique paper a: 
heautiiully got-up with cloth cover a: 
wrapper, is priced annas -/to/- only, so that 
may be accessible to every lover of God. Tl 
little volume will be found very valuable 
aspirants who want to tread the path of love a 
surrender to £rt Bhagavan. 
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The Immanence of God. 

Dr 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malavfyn, 

The abor* 1* * »re*II tract of 48 page* print' 
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